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This thesis is a study of the economy of the Upper Pasak Basin during 1899-
1915 when it was under the administration of the Monthon Phetchabun. It focuses upon
the role of the central government and its civil servants in the promotion anrd
development of Monthon Phetchabun's economy, as well as on the impact of the

government's policy on the economy of the Upper Pasak Basin during the period.

The research finds that the pre 1899 economy of the region under discussion
was a self sufficient one, with little commercial production or commercial activity.The
one single most important cbstacle to trade expansion was transportation. It was only
during 1899-1915 when the region was put under the administration of Monthon
Phetchabun and economic promotion measures were enforced by the government that
there appeared 'changes' in its economy.Trading activities expanded to a certain
degree, for instance. However, the economic promotion effort of the government also
confronted several other problems and hindrances, such as limited budget and
personnel, and crop failures due to erratic climate. Emerging conflicts among civil
servants of Monthon Phetchabun during the later years of its short existence further
hindered the already slow progress of the region's economic growth. Subsequently,
revenue from the region was far lower than the government's administrative expense for
Mornthon Phetchabun. It was partly due to this 'budget deficit' that Monthon Phetchabun

was eventually dissolved for good in 1915.



