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ABSTRACT

nANEY9
J R

The purposes of the present rescarch were 1) to study youth’s understanding of the
Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy and their participation in the Philosophy, 2) to study the
cffect of group process on the development of youth’s understanding and participation in the
Philosophy and the setting up of youth networks, and 3) to assess youth networks’ success in the
Sufficiency Economy Project. The research was carried out in four phases. The first phase
involved a survey of the youth’s understanding of the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy and their
participation in the Project. The sample used at this phase consisted of 437 female and male
grades10 - 12 students, ages between 15 and 18 years old, who were attending secondary schools
in the Khon Kaen Educational Service Area 1 during the second semester of the 2008 academic
year. The second phase was for the drawing up of a group process program for the development
of youth understanding of the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy and their participation in the
program, and the setting up of youth networks. The third phase was to investigate the
effectiveness of the group process program for the development and participation in the
Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy project and youth networks. An experimenting group
consisting of 47 grade-11 students in Classroom 5/6 at Kham Kaen Nakorn School and a control
group consisting of 48 grade-11 students in Classroom 5/8 at the same school, during the second

semester of the 2009 academic year, were used for the study. The fourth phase was for the

assessment of the success of the youth network’s project.



-
L

Results of the study: 24 9 . 2 5

I. The sample group showed a “high” level of understanding of the Philosophy of
Sufficiency Economy X = 89.79 (74 %), where as their participation in the Sufficiency Economy
was at a “low” level X = 40.03 (66.7%):

2. On the aspect of the effectiveness of the group process program for the development
of the understanding and participation in the Sufficiency Economy, it was found that 1) the
students’ post-experimental level of understanding and participation in the Sufficiency Economy
was significantly higher than their pre-experimental one at the .0l level, and 2) the experimental
group’s understanding and participation in the Sufficiency Economy was significantly higher than
the control group’s at the .01 level;

3. Results of the assessment of the youth networks’ project on Sufficiency Economy
showed that the youth who participated in the group process were able to set up 6 networks and
had created 6 projects relating to the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy, and their assessment
mean scores ranged from 81 to 85 which indicate that the success of each group was at an
“excellent” category.

Significant suggestion: In using group process program for the development of understanding and
participation in the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy, the organizer should be ascertained that the

program fits in well with the youth’s social context.
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