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The present study of two sesame varieties, KU 18 and KU 19 was carried out in two
parts: 1. the study of seed development and maturity in dry season 2002 and early rainy season
2003, 2. the effect of harvesting time on seed yield and quality in early rainy season 2003. Both
experiments were conducted at National Corn and Sorghum Research Center, Nakhon
Ratchasima province. The result of the first experiment indicated that KU 18 had the
physiological maturity at 40 days after flowering (DAF) in dry season 2002 and 45 DAF in
eariy rainy season 2003, the harvest maturity (HM) in dry season 2002 and early rainy season
2003 were 105 and 99 days after planting (DAP), respectively. KU 19 had the physiologica!
maturity at 56 DAF in dry season 2002 and 45 DAF in early rainy season 2003, the harvest
maturity (HM) in dry season 2002 and early rainy season 2003 were 118 and 99 days after
planting (DAP), respectively. The second experiment evaluated at 5 harvesting times were
implied, as recomnended, at HM, 5 days after HM, 10 days after HM and 15 days after HM
(91, 99, 104, 109 and 114 day after planting, respectively). The results showed that delay
harvesting significantly decreased sced yield and seed quality of both varieties due to shattering
and decreases in thousand seed weight. The effects were greater in KU 19 than in KU 18.
However, when seed yield and seed quality were further evaluated by stem partitioning into four
parts (base to top = 1" to 4") it was found that the highest seed yield was contributed from the

3 position pods and the highest seed vigor was observed from the i position pods.





