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An experiment was conducted in order to determine the effect of pellet size on growth
performance, carcass characteristic and stomach morphology in starting, growing and finishing
pigs. Eighty DxLxY crossbred pigs (forty gilts and forty barrows) with approximatcly 21.9 kgs
body weight were arranged in 4 dietary treatments. Each treatment consisted of 5 replications
with 2 barrows and 2 gilts per replication. The pigs were randomly assigned to the experimental
-diets as following: Group 1 dicts in mash form, Group 2 diets in pellet form with 3 mm in
diameter, Group 3 diets in pellet form with 4 mm in diameter, and Group 4 diets in pellet form
with 3 mm in diameter during starting period, and diets in pellet form with 4 mm in diameter

during growing and finishing periods.

Pigs subjected to pelletized diets with different diameters were significantly diffcrent
(P<0.01) in FCR compared to the pigs subjected to mash feed. No significant difference (P>0.05)
in FCR was found among the pigs fed pelletized diets, however, pigs in group 3 tended to
improve ADFI (P=0.28) and ADG (P=0.30) when compared to the other groups. There was no
significant difference on backfat dept among the treatment groups but pigs in group 2 showed less
loin muscle area (P<0.05) and lean percentage (P=0.12) than the other groups. In stomach
morphology study, pigs fed different size of pelletized diets demonstrated no difference in the
severity of keratinization and ulceration (P>0.05), however, pigs fed mash feed had lower

(P<0.01) incident of stomach ulceration compared to the pigs fed pelletized dicts.



