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The aims of this study were to implement an Al service for small holder
farms and to study factors influencing sow reproductive performance after using the Al
service. The study was based on data from 171 sows from 86 farms. One hundred and
twenty one sows were serviced by Al and fifty sows were serviced by boars. Al gave a
seminar better non-return rate but a better farrowing rate compared with natural service
(82.0% vs. 84.0% and 74.0% vs. 66.0% respectively, p<0.05). Platform housing, iron
pens and boar stimulation had a positive effect on the farrowing rate for Al when
compared to the effects of ground floor housing, wooden pens and no boar stimulation
(86.0% vs. 77.5%, 85.7% vs. 74.5% and 83.7% vs. 69.2% respectively, p<0.05). Boar
stimulation improved litter size in this study (10.8+2.45 vs. 9.0+1.04, p<0.05). The results
indicated that Al for small holder farms gave as good of not better reproductive

performance as that of natural service. There were at least 2 major factors influencing

sow reproductive performance in these, housing and boars stimutation.





