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BADHAMA TAGANANANDA: PRINCE PATRIARCH VAJIRANANA-VAROROS
AND THE FORMATION OF STATE IDEOLOGY IN SIAM. THESIS ADVISOR:
ASSOC. PROF. CHALONG SOONTRAVANICH, 266 pp.

The main objective of this thesis is the study of the role of Prince Patriarch Vajiranana-
Varoros in the formation of modern Siam’s state idcology during the reigns of Rama V and Rama

VI when Siam was being transformed into a modern state.

During the period under study, beside King Rama V and Prince Damrong, Prince
Patriarch Vajiranana-Varoros was another Siamese clite whose role in the formation of modern
Siam’s absolutist state ideology was most crucial. This was well evidenced in his writings and in
his position as head of the Siamese sangha. Hence, the state ideology thus formed was essentially
influenced by Buddhism and the progress, prosperity and integrity of Siam were essentially based
on the existence of the three most significant institutions, namely “Nation, Buddhism and King.”
This Siamese absolutist state ideology was created and passed on through the public at large

through the introduction of modern education system and the centralized and standardized

curriculum imposed throughout the realm during this period.





