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— Abstract 236398

The main objectives of this study are (1) to study the linkages between the local communities
' aléng the Mekong river and the external economies, (2) to study the factors which determine the level of
'_':_éé:_d_tioini'c"self-rel'ianéé of local communities and to determine the desirable level of self-teliance given
thg resources endowments and (3) to review the legal framework concerning natural resources and
environment focusing on legal aspects relevant to capacity building. of local communities in sustainable
natural resources management, (4) to review the perceptions and responses of local communities in the
Mekong River Basin to the national policy directives and (5) to assess the outcome of the policies which
~advocated economic cooperation among countries in the Mekong River Basin on social and economic

‘environment of the local communities.

Given the above objectives, the scope of the Study include (1) Survey and collection of primary
data from communities located near the Mekong river bank, (2) Review and analyse national level
policies that concern the local communities along the Mekong river, (3) Analyse the opinions of

stakeholders.

The results indicate that the development activities initiated by the framework of cooperation
between neighbouring countries, projects initiated by international agencies as well as the national
dcvcloprﬂent policy, which are generally tilted in favour of the development of the industrial sector, have
led to the deterioration of the natural resources base. This has been among the major reason underlying
the lack of economic self-sufficiency, all the more so because of the development process has increased
the need of local communities for cash as mode of exchange and market transactions, The consequence,
like in many other rural communities, is the need to seek employment outside of the communities. The

process has resulted in increasing reliance on external sources of revenue.

On the legal issues concerning natural resources and environment, under the Constitution 2007,
~ there are increasing opportunities for local communities to actively participate, such as the expansion of
rights of local communities, the requirement for public hearing for investments or activities that may
have impact on the natural resources and environment and the rights of the ;c,ommunitics to file
complaints against public agencies. The Constitution also states that land use must be in accordance with
the principles of sustainable use of natural resources and environment and the way of life of local

communities.



...........................................................................

Both national and sub-regional policy framework on border development play important roles
over the development of communities along the Mekong Basin. The major findings were:

1) For grass-root communities which heavily rely on development assistance from the State at
national and the regional levels, the principle of Sufficient Economy was found to be an important factor
which helps maintain social and economic stability of the traditional economies.

2) Communities which can be grouped among the ‘middle level of developmcht’ have
cxp;rienced rapid changes with the adoption of the CEO concept of management at the provincial level.
As such, the general observation is that such communities fail to grasp the fundamental principles of
‘Sufficient Economy’.

3) Communities which are by comparison more developed are able to link their economy with
high dynamic economic regionalism and have experienced significant growth during the past 20 years.
These communities generally demand that the government promote the growth of capitalism. Moreover,
this group wants the State to play role as facilitator of development in the region, especially in GMS

including China and India.

From the above findings, the recommendations are:

The State needs to actively promote the principle of Economic Sufficiency which may lead to
the reduction of risks at the individual, household and community levels and to build resilience to
minimize possible adverse impacts from the rapid changes brought about by the pace of globalization.
The emphasis must be to build on the existing internal strength within the communities as the foundation
for creating self-reliance and the improvement of the well-being of the community members.

The government has a responsibility to protect and conserve natural resources and quality of the
environment. This is a principle which will require re-thinking the causes and effects of changes related
to the upstream-downstream linkages in the use of the Mekong River.

The international agencies may need to review the rationale of promoting investment in large
scale hydropower plan;s and explore the possibility of placing greater importance on small-scale
hydropower projects and the potential use of renewable resources. Moreover, those who have suffered
from adverse impacts that have resulted from past development activities should be fairly compensated.

On legal issues, to translate the principles of Constitution 2007 into practice, it may be expedient
to focus on legal provisions which will give local authorities and local communities more power to take

responsibility over the management of natural resources.

For border provinces, a Foreign Relation Officer position should be created for border province.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs as well as other ministries with mandates concerning neighbouring
countries should recognize the importance of providing the needed support for border provinces.
Moreover, the rationale for adopting the concept of CEO management in the cases of border provinces

should be revised.





