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Abstract 2 3 6 3 9 7

This interdisciplinary research program quality of community life consisted of five research projects:
1) basin community development under the concept of sufficiency economy: the case study of the Mekong
River Basin communities, 2) household and community happiness indices in Thailand, 3) non-deposit-taking
financial credit extension, 4) Thailand Patent Laws and R&D development, and 5) strategies for raising
educational quality through research network. The strategic target of this research program was to develop the
interdisciplinary knowledge to develop the quality of community and life under the Principles of Sufficiency
Economy Philosophy and Sustainable Development. The 6 objectives were: 1) to study and determination of
the appropriate level of community economic self-reliance factors given the existing resources and internal
factors, 2) to develop the instrument measuring the household and community happiness indices for Thailand,
3) to study and recommend on the monitoring of the business of non-deposit-taking financial credit extension
(NDF), 4) to suggest the policies for extensive promotion of the R&D to enhance the development of
Thailand, 5) to propose of the policies and strategies for raising educational quality through research network,
and 6) to recommend the interdisciplinary guidelines for developing the quality of community life in accord
with the national development. _

This research program was divided into 2 phases. At the first phase, the 5 research projects were
carried on while the second phase was the integration of interdisciplinary knowledge between those 5 research
projects results associated with the Principles of Sufficiency Economy Philosophy and Sustainable
Development. There were three levels of integrated methodologies: first, the horizontal integration consisting
of 1) the synthesis of the actual quality of community life using content analysis of the 5 research projects
results, 2) the analysis of the consistency among factors affecting the quality of community life, and 3) the
investigation of directions and magnitude of the driving forces of factors affecting the quality of community
life using the intercorrelation matrix between causes and effects; second, the vertical integration consisting of
1) the exploration of the gap between the actual and the expected quality of community life based on the 10"
National Economic and Social Development Plan, the Four Pillars of Happiness, and the personal, community
and social happiness indices namely: Happy Planet Index (HPI), Human Development Index (HDI), Physical
Quality of Life Index: (PQLI), and Green and Happiness Society Index (GHI), 2) the analysis of the
relationship between factors affecting the quality of community life and the Principles of Sufficiency

Economy Philosophy as well as Sustainable Development; third, the development of the quality of community
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life model by linking the relationships between factors affecting the quality of community life with the
Principles of Sufficiency Economy Philosophy and Sustainable Development. |

The results of this research program were as follows:

1. The expected quality of community life consisted of 5 dimensions: 1) human/ demographic factor,
2) social, religion and cultured factor, 3) economy factor, 4) ecology factor, and 5) good governance/ political
factor. The gap between the actual and the expected quality of community life emerged in all 5 dimensions.
Furthermore, the analysis showed that there was the additional emerging dimension, namely technology
factor. The gap of quality of community life was affected by 21 factors, 8 factors of which were economic
factor and 4 factors of demographic factor.

2. The analysis of the consistency among the 5 research results indicated that there were 21 factors
affecting the quality of community life of which had strong relationship and 6 of which had moderated
relationship. The 9 factors were organized into 5 dimensions, namely: 1) economic factor of unstable career;
2) social, religion and cultural factor of the community participation 3) demographic factors of low level of
education, lack of educational opportunity, and serious health problem; 4) natural resources and
environmental factors of pollution problems, lack of effective management, and shortage of guru/experts in
natural resources and environmental management; and 5) technological factor of shortage of productive
technology. The 6 moderately related factors were organized into 3 dimensions were 1) economic factors of
excess of expenditure over income, low saving, high debt, and unstable career; 2) social, religion and cultural
factor of community network; 3) demographic factors of high risk behaviors.

3. The causal intercorrelation matrix analysis of directions and magnitude of the driving forces of
factors affecting community quality of life revealed that there were 2 positivey and 13 negatively related
factors. The factor with an active and positive driving force was the community participation/networking; The
13 factors with negative driving force were organized into 3. dimensions, namely: 1) the 9 factors with critical
and negative driving fo;ces:, excess of expenditure over income, low saving, high debt, unstable career,
~ low/uncertain income, low education, lack of educational opportunity, serious healt.h problem, and high risk
behavior; 2) The 2 factors with passive and negative driving forces: shortage of guru/experts in natural
resources and environmental management, and shortage of productive technology; and 3) the factor with inert

and negative driving force of pollution of natural resources and environment.
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4. The develop community quality of life model revealed that the factors strongly effecting the
community quality of life based on the Principles of Sufficiency Economy Philosophy could be divided into 2
groups. The first group was the factor affecting the good immunity of self, consisted of 6 factors, 4 of which
were critical and negative driving forces factors, 1 factor of inert and negative driving force factor, and 1
factor of active and positive driving force factors. The second group consisted of 7 factors affecting
sustainable economy development. They were 5 critical and negative driving forces factors, 1 passive and
negative driving force factor, and 1 active and positive driving force factor.

The research results revealed that the factors affecting the quality of community life were not only
related to each other, but also had driving forces upon each other. Thus solving the problems by eliminating
any one factor would affect the others; and the collaboration of all sectors and disciplinary was necessary for
the effective solution in driving the development of quality of community life. The government had to play a
dominant role as a center of driving the development, through the formation of the development of the
community quality of life as the national agenda. The agenda should have 3-5 years of acceleration period

and 20-25 years of continuing period using the following 3 interdisciplinary guidelines.

1. The enhancement of the driving forces of the following active cause factors with positive relationship: 1)
the promotion to achieve knowledge for the community members and networks through a) fomal education b)
informal education c) non-formal education d) cumulative indigenous local intelligence and ¢) learning new
knowledge/ innovation necessary for the adaptation to change 2) the development of community fulfillment
with morality, and 3) fhe development of the community capacity.

2. The reduction of the following driving forces of the critical cause factors with negative
relationship: 1) the enhancement of household economic strength, 2) the acceleration of education provision
for every household members, 3) the promotion of the household members’ health, 4) the promotion of access
to R&D and productive technology for the community, and 5) the rehabilitation of natural resources and
environment in the community.

3. The systematic interdisciplinary monitoring and evaluation with clear and concise indicators based
on the quality of community life model for every 5 years, in order to utilize the evaluation results for the
development of community quality o_f life in accord with the direction of the national development, leading to

the national sustainable development.
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Recommendation for the Application of the Besearc.h. Results

The public, private and all sectors should use the community quality of life model as a foundation for
the goals setting and the formation of strategies for community development in the national, the community
and the organization level. These should be a monitoring and evaluations for every 5 years in order to achieve
the desirable sustainable development of the quality of community life.

Futures Research Recommendation

There should be extended research framework in 3 dimensions: 1) the extention of research
framework to other disciplinary related with the quality of community life, 2) the extention of research targets
to cover other research fields and 3) the extention of research methodology to answer profound research

questions.





