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The objective of this thesis is to study the role of interest groups behind the U.S.
decision on the Kyoto Protocol. The Kyoto Protocol, which in part of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change, obliges industrialized nations to undertake
specific and legally binding reductions in the emission of greenhouse gases. The United
States signed the Protocol on November 12, 1998. However, the Clinton Administration
indicated that it would not submit the Protocol for Senate ratification until meaningful
commitments were made by developing countries. Although more than hundred forty nations
have now agreed on the legally binding emissions reduction, in June 2001, President Bush

issued a policy statement as rejecting the Kyoto Protocol.
The study confirms that interest groups especially the oil industry bear responsibility

for the U.S. decision not to ratify the Kyoto Protocol even if it is the only international

agreement to tackle global warming.



