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This study was intended to explore the jasmine rice production and marketing
worldwide, in Thailand, and in Surin Province. It also deals with an analysis of internal and
external environment in order tc come up with appropriate strategic plans for production
and inarketing in the target province. The secondary data in this study was attributed to
governmental entities, jasmince rice-related agencies, and a review of studies related to
governmental measures intended to promote jasmine rice commerce. The primary data was
derived from interviews of 70 farmers, 9 rice merchants, 20 mill entrepreneurs, 6 expers
in jasmine rice, and a combination of administrators, officials, and staff in 14 governmental
ard jasmine rice-related agencies.

The bibliographical study found global rice productivity in 2002-2003 at 380.09
mega-tonnes while the globa! rice demand at 409.02 mega-tonnes was higher than the
productive volume by 7.07% or 28.93 mega-tonnes. Consequently, the global rice stock
was reduced by 28.93 mega-tonnes ur 21.34%. Thailand’s productivity of rice in husks at
19.997 mega-tonnes was 4.32% lower than ihat in 2001-2092. The country’s largest
productivity of unmilled jasmine rice at 1,291,095 tonnes or an average of 452 kg/rai
was attributed to 3,109,939 rais of paddy fields in Surin. The overall and average
productivity are tending to increase. Provincial rice volume has been set aside for
consumption by 22.61% or 251,96% ionnes, for reproduction by 2.45% or 31,574
tonnes, for livestock feed by 10% or 129,109 tonnes, and for sale by 64.94% or
838,447 tonnes.

A study into global rice marketing during 2002-2003 :ound global rice export at
27.54 mega-tonnes, and the world’s largest rice export from Thailand at 7.75 mega-

tonnes. Thailand as a market leader by rice export from Surin at 482,191 tonnes in 2004



TE 155477

also has a 709 share in the average demand in the world market, which ranges from 1.5 to
2 mega-tonnes per annum. The world market price is tending to increase as a result of
soaring popularity and declining world stock.

The major problems and drawbacks related to jasmine rice in Surin included soil
infertility, rain-dependent production, expensive non-standard seeds, a lack of academic
production expertise, a lack of funding to seed development, a lack of harvest machinery,
and a lack of barns appropriate for storing. Such production factors as fertilizers, laborers,
machines, and cooperative incorporates for bargaining power are also urgently required.
Productive capacity in mills also exceeds the paddy volume. Traditionai machinery and
storing in the mills also result in low whole grain percentage.

Marketing problems included fluctuating market prices, non-standard rice,
contamination, a lack of central market and fair marketing system, trading quotas, a lack of
rice processing or innovation for product variety and values, and a lack of information
technology or marketing intelligence.

Practical strategic measures are suggested for production and marketing‘cfﬁciency
for sustainable rice standard in Surin as follows. 1) Organic agricultural schools and
management of water/soil resouces are required to enable the farmers to make efficient use
of production fzctors for standard-based development of jasmine rice by allocating areas for
non-pesticide organic rice products, and by expediting the technological improvement of
seed production, harvesting, threshing, and fertilization. An increase in funding circulation
by a request for low-interest governmental loans, and an application of resources in
agricultural institutes for an exchange of marketing expertise and bargaining power arc
especially required. 2) Impartial and transparent transaction of rice must be instigated for
merchants and mills in terms of contamination, whole grain percentage, and measurement.
3) Expertise and technology pertaining to non-pesticide rice, organic rice, seeds, organic
fertilizers, rice standards, and irrigation must be provided by the government and its
entities. Addtional support in terms of credits and marketing must come along. 4)
Information on production and marketing of jasmine rice in Surin must be integrated and
updated with an IT system. The standards of Surin rice must be promoted by requesting a
governmental organization for standard inspection and certification. Continuous follow-up
and assessment on the production and marketing are also necessary for Surin to be the

center of standard jasmine rice.



