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Abstract
TE 150238

The purpose of this study was to examine the strategies to reduce the risk behaviors
in pesticide uses for sugar cane plantation among the farmers in Phakhow District, Loei
Province using the group participation process. The samples of 64 were drawn from the
farmers who directly sprayed or potentially contacted the pesticides substances. The study
timeframe started from March to August, 2003. The group participation _process was
carried out for problem investigation, problem identification and analysis, and problem
sclving. The interview questionnaires, behavior observation, and group process strategies
were used as the study instruments.

The characteristics of the studied population showed that 70.3% were male of ages
between 30 - 74 years old. The average of age was 41 years old. More than ninety
perceni (92.2%) were married. Almost ninety percent {89.1%) were primary school
graduated. Above half (62.5%) were farmers with nearly 100% (96.9%) were potentially
contacted with the pesticide substances. Regarding to the information sources, it was found
that the main source of information about the pesticides was television (48.4%).
The frequency of information gain was 3 days/week.

According to the health status assessment, the results indicated that in pre-assessment
the major symptoms presence were headache and dried throat (76.6%) while in post-
assessment about 56.2% still have headache. The training session emphasizing on the
pesticide practice skills was conducted after the participation process was implemented. The
knowledge and practice assessment was employed before and after the training session. The
comparison of the preventive behavior and practice in pesticide uses before and after the
implementation showed that there were statistically significant difference (p-value =
0.0001). Nevertheless, several risky behaviors such as the uses of clothed gloves, the
reuse of the pesticide containers as a household appliance, and the unawareness of the

danger in mixing number of pesticide substances together were remained.

Based on the results of the group process in identifying, analyzing, and solving
problems, it can be concluded that the need for knowledge and appropriate practice skills
was necessarily required. Financial factor is also needed in order to provide the safety and
standard tools for pesticide uses. Even though various activities, including training session,
the preparation of the study and substance uses demonstration areas, the pesticide selling
spot, annual health check service, and provision of useful and update information about
pesticides, were carried out for this study, the risky behavior in pesticide uses remains the
problem. This is because to change people behavior is not a piece of cake which can be
resulted in a day. It takes times, of course. However, the targeted populaﬁon cominitted that
they will do their best from step by step and will continually practice with appropriate skills

and awareness.





