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ABSTRACT TE 141337

This research aimed 1o study perceptions of families with adolescent children, who lived in the
Chanuman district, Amnat Charoen province, towards the problems of amphetamine and to develop 2
guideline of amphetamine prevention. The sample included 52 families who had adolescent children
studving in high school. The data were coliected from August to November, 2002 through an open-
ended interview. The researcher analyzed the data by using frequency and percentage distributions and &
content analysis.

Perception problems of amphetamine , the results were described as follows:

1. Fory-nine familics perceived that amphetamine use was a serious problem that approached
the family.  The families with adclescent children had a high risk of amphetamine use because the drug
was mostly used by adolescents.  On the other hand. three familics perceived that the problems of
amphetarmine use were normal and could be solved.

2. Fifty families perceived that the recent situation of amphetamine use, from a national point
of wview, seriously increased, while two families perceived that the situation of amphetamine use
decreased.  In Chanoman district, 51 families perceived that the situation of amphetamine usc increased.
while onc family didn’t follow the news concemting the nationat amphetamine crisis.

3. Forty-six families perceived that the main rcasons of amphetamine use were peer pressure
from friends, a lack of closeness in the familv, adolescents’ desire to experiment with new things,
amphetamine use in school, and following the adult model of using drugs. On the other hand, six
families refused to give the reasons of amphetamine use by stating that they never saw the drug and had
B0 CORCErn with it.

4. Fifty families perceived that amphetamines are dangerous because they made adolescents
become lazy and thin, not pay atention at schoal, experience hallucinations, become subject to arrest,
lase their futures, endanger their families. and disrupt the peaceful nature of Thai society. On the other
hand, two families refused 1o describe the dangers of amphetamine use by stating that they never saw the
drug and had no concern with it.

For the guideline of amphetamnine prevention, the study showed that:

1. Fifty families shared a good relationship, effective communication, and participated in
activities with adolescents, while two families in effective communication skills and group activities,
possibly due ro the fulfillment of more self-centered needs and activities.

2. Forty-eight families offered advice 10 their children as a form of drug prevention, while

four familjes, believing their children were not influenced by the risk of drugs, offered no advice,
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3. Forty-cight families provided information about sex to their children, while four families,
beligving their children were 100 young (o learn about sexual relationships, provided no information.

4 Fifry-one families exercised the principles of financial management with their children.
These principles included offering adolescents a monetary allowance, educating children about the value
of money and how to properly control the use of their funds, and promoting the importance of self-
reliance through employment opportunities. However, one family, believing their children were
inteiligent enough to control their own financial situations.

5. All families taught their children the two main roles that defined them, child and studen,
and how to perform these roles properly.

6. All families instiled in their children the philosophy of living as an upright and moral
member of society.

7. All familics 1aught their children the values of responsibility to themselves, and their
families.

8. All families responded to their children’s physical needs, such as food, clothing, housing,
and medication

The results of this study help the researcher better understand the perceptions of families with
adolescent children towards the problems of amphetamine and the functions of these families to prevent
their children from using this drug. This informatioen could be used to develop plans o promoted

families with adolescent children prevent the problems of amphetamine to appropriated.





