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This descriptive study aimed to describe perception of pre and post operative
nursing care, pain and stress of children undergoing surgery as well as to determine the
relationships among them. The sample comprised 101 children, aged 6-15, recieving
major operation of Khon Kaen Hospital. Data was collected by interviewing with
questionaires and assessing pain by a pain scale. The data were analyzed by using
frequency, percentage, means, standard deviation, and Pearson’s Product Moment
Correlation Coefficient. '

The results of this study were as following:

1. The mean score of perceived pre-operative nursing care, post operative
nursing care on the first and second day were 107.7, 120.2, and 125.7 respectively
(Potential score of 165). The mean score of perceived post operative nursing care on the
secqnd day was significantly higher than the perceived pre-operative nursing care at the
significant level of 0.05. |

2. The mean score of stress on the first day and the second day post operation
were 75.3 and 70.9 respectively (Potential score of 132). The mean score of siress on
the first day post operation was significantly higher than the mean score of stress on the
second day post operation at the significant level of 0.05.

3. The mean score of pain on the first day and the second day post operation were
3.8 and 2.9 respectively (Potential score of 6). The mean score of pain on the first day
post opération was significantly higher than the mean score of pain on the second day post
operation at the significant level of 0.05.

4, Perceived pre operative nursing care and post operative nursing care were not

correlated to stress and pain on both the first and the second day post operation.

The findings indicated that stress and pain related to surgery were inevitable during
the immediately post-operative period. Nursing care which emphasized on humanistic
approach could not be claimed to relieve pain and stress in this phase. Therefor, to improve
nursing care to ‘be more holistic and effective in surgical patient, pre and post operative

nursing care should be focused on particular pain and stress intervention in children.





