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There has been a strong believe among politicians that democracy will be developed
along with ‘modernization’ process. This assumption seems to contradict to phenomena in
Thé;i politics, especially in case of the latest 19 September coup deta. This 'study examines
the influence of a traditional political fraction known as bureaucratic polity in Thai politic,
which by theory the influence of this fraction would have been decline. The objectives of
this study are: 1) to study the evolution of fractions in Thai politics after the 1993 Black
May, 2) to study the influence of political fraction called bureaucratic polity in Thai politics
that has led to the 19 September coup deta. This study employed qualitative research method
to obtain required data, which was based on sources from mass media available during the

period of study.

This study found that the influence of the traditional fraction, the bureaucratic polity,
had been challenged and declined when Thai politics stepped into a ‘full democracy’. But
the military leaders alleged that the full democracy resulted in the spur of corruptions,
therefore the military leaders stepped into power by conducting coup deta in 1992.
However, as Thailand had arrived at a considerable level of modernization, this coup deta
aroused opposition from ranges of political fractions. An attempt of the bureaucratic polity to
maintaih their power led to the protest, finally resulted in the 1993 Black May. This event
led a foundation to a reform of Thai politics, in which groups of people were actively
participating, and this reform led to the proclaim of the 1997 Constitution Law. This law
widened civil rights of people in politics. In addition, the Constitution Law also designed to
enhance power of the Prime Minister, the head of the administrative body. In 1997, Thai
economy was hit by the economic crisis, and this crisis badly affected the capital owners that

some of them are side with the bureaucratic polity fraction.

In this context, Taksin a capital owner who gained benefit from the economic crisis,
formed a political party called Thai Rak Thai. This pany obtained a wide popularity,
especially among the grassroots people. In 2001 election, his party won a majority vote and
form a never-ever single party government. His power that conferred by the 1997
anstitution Law earn him a strong position, and was alleged to be a parliamentary
dic'iatorship. His strong position has invited challenge and O];)position from the opponent
fractions and finally led to the latest 19 September coup deta. However, the reasons to
justify the coup have expanded from the corruption, including the intervention to
independent governance bodies and inapptropriate and un-royalty actions ;)f Taksin and his
government. As this coup was led by military, and the 2007 Constitution Law gave power
to non-election fractions, it is considered as a return of the bureaucratic polity in Thai

politics.





