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ABSTRACT
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The objectives of this research were: 1) to study on the typical Self-Treatment
method of “Yang Fire,” 2) to study a social mechanism which effects the reproduction of
the local wisdom of “Yang Fire.” This research was qualitative in nature. Data collection
was conducted by the study of related documents, in—depth interviews of knowledgeable
persons, Chisor villagers and public health officers together with the participation
observations during the treatment process and the rituals of “Yang Fire.”

It was found that “Yang Fire” was a traditional way of healing while was passed on
through experiences. This method was used widely to treat the wounded from lacing hit by
something seriously. This treatment was based on the belief of the elements and the balance
of the elements in the human body, especially in stream of “Blood-Veins” even when there
were some problems or side — effects. The Yang Fire could open the Blood-Veins make
the blood to go through all of the body easily and feel better. It was found that there were
many kinds of treatment covering the gamete of body, mind and social. For the body one
could press hot herbs on the body to expand  “Blood-Veins” so its could go easily
throughout the body. For the mind, one could perform the ritual of “Son Khan” in order to
heal the mind and to take care of the spirit which would strengthen the patient for
treatment. On the social sides, it was found clans and social network keep was essential in
4 steps of treatment namely, diagnosis, preparation, treatment with “Yang Fire” and post
“Yang Fire.” Each of the 4 steps was filled up with knowledge and understanding of how
to solve problem ail meat and how to make use of local resources in the treatment
process, to improve health situation and to change the treatment method by applying herbs
along with shamanic rituals and modern medical treatment to provide a better result of
“Yang Fire.”

It was found that the social mechanism which effected the reproduction of know
ledge of “Yang Fire” under a changing condition. There were 3 factor related to the

reproduction; 1) The awareness and the medicinal value placed on the “Yang Fire” by the
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residents of Chaisor village. The costs of treatment, convenience, psychological support and
resiliency were important factor to be recognized by the villagers. “Yang Fire” also served
as social capital and cultural symbol that tied all family members together. 2) The
appropriate was of knowledge transfer to the local institution in society such as passing
through the leader of family and mother who was normally taking care of children and other
family members in time of sickness or through religious institution in teaching, doctrine and
beliefs, or through education institution through pedagogy and natural learning in daily life,
such as story telling and other group related activities. 3) Personal communication or words
of mouth delivered by someone who interacted with other members of society. Monks and
sage (the ages, local doctors), head of families, housewife or the caregiver, all were

important in sustaining “Yang Fire.”



