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Abstract

This research aimed to deve[op thedesirabte characteristicsof

student teachersof the Early ChiLdhood Education Program atNakhon-

RatchasimaRajabhat U niversity through theactivities ofstorytel.l.ing and

puppets for chitdren. The sampte was 80 students of the Earl.y Chil'd-

hoodEducation Program who registered forthe Course 1.07243 Storytetl-

ing for Children and 1,07242 Puppets for Children. This action research

consisted ofthree phases: Phase 1 invotved literature review and data

analysis ofthe research framework of the desirable characteristics of stu-

dent teachers. Phase 2 was concerned withthe research framework and

document preparation. Phase 3 deal.t with experiments and activities.

The data anatysis reveated that the conceptuat framework of the

desirabte characteristics of student teachers in four aspects, namely,

knowledge, skilts, methods and characteristics wasfound to meet with

al[ standards.

Keyword : devetopment, desirable characteristics, puppets and

storytel.ling, Early chitdhood
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Teaching profession is an advanced

profession which requires teachers to be

trained in order to meet with the objectives

of curriculum (BENO, 2002).The curricu|.um

of Pre-in-Service Ed ucation atNakhonRatcha-

simaRajabhatUniversity isbased on the aca-

demic and professionaI standardsforhigher

education and aims to produce the man-

oower that can meet with the local need

and conforms to the national economic and

social deve[opment and aims to develop

studentsto be thecompetent persons in

profession, technique and method of career

management and ethics. (C|.ore, G.L. and

Bray,M.B.,1978).

The curricutum of the Earty Chil.d-

hood Education of the program inEarly

Childhood Education, Faculty of Education,

aims to devetop students'knowtedge and

skiLts in experience management in order

to promote the readiness and capacity of

Early Chitdhood as per their latencyin order

to develop the graduate students of Pre-ln-

Service Education who endowed with the

desirable characteristics such as being tatent

and gifted teachers, abi[ity to manage edu-

cation, learning, and expertise in their own

fi etds.(N RRU, 2004: 382)

With reference to the teaching pro-

fession. the ProfessionaI Teacher Council is

one of the teaching profession organizations

at present that the Ministry of Education

Research Backeround
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entrusts with the responsibitity to reformthe

teachers and educationistsespecia|.|.y to

develop and maintainthe teaching profes-

sion and educationists and to create the

orofessional standards that has been used

nowadays, which consists of three ele-

ments,namety, the standard of knowledge

and professionaI experience, performance,

andbehavior.

Moreover, the professionaI Teacher

Council had framed the eleven teachinq

orofessionatstandards as fo[lows:

Standard 1 : to atways practice the

professionaI activity pertaining to devetop-

ment of teaching profession.

Standard 2 : to desire and practice

any activity by taking an effect on the stu-

dent into an account

Standard 3 : to develop students to

their fuL[ [atency.

Standard 4: to develop lesson Ptan

which ooerate and securethe actuat result.

Standard5 : to always devetop ef-

fective teaching and tearning methods.

Standard 6 : to provide effective

activities with emphasis on teaching students

to achieve more lasting results.

Standard 7 :to systematicatty report

the qual.ity of tearning.

Standard 8 : to behave as a role

modet to students.

Standard 9 : to cottaborate with

others in creative education.

Standard 10 : to cotlaborate with

others todevetop the community.

Standard 11 : toenquire and use

information in for personaI development.

With reference to the development

of education for the external quality assur-

ance, the basic education determined the

standard of education in the term of indica-

tors of the desirabte characteristics and the

condition of readiness of the administrator

of the program, buitdings and communities.

With reference to the desirable

characteristics of teacher,the standard is

framed as fotlows:

Standard 21 indicates that teachers

have teaching spirit and morality and ethics,

the indicators of whichare shownas follows:

(NRRU, 2547)

1. Teachers are caring, and under-

standing every student consistently and

equitably.

2. Teachers have public reLation-

ships and temper controt and listen to other

ooinions.

3.Teachers have responsibi[ity, in-

tegrity, punctuality, and dedication to the

devetooment of students.

4. Teachers behave properly and set

the good model for behavior and personatity.

5. Teachers have oositive attitudes

toward teacher profession.
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The Standard 23 indicates thatteachers

are required to have the ability to acquire

knowledge, critical thinking and knowtedge

to improve teaching and learning.They qua|.-

ities are as fottows:

1. Setf-control

2. Creative thinking

3. Academic capability

4. Teaching and learning management

5. Deve[opment of learner

6. Development of School

7. Conoboration with community

Theseare the desirabte character-

isticsthat are mentioned in the NationaI

Education Act 1999. The report of po[icy on

the reversed effect ofthe NationaI Education

Ad 1.999,the government's agreement with

the Asian Development Bank, the reform

of government systemand the changes in

thestructure of the poputation that has an

effect on the educationand the role of the

faculty of education to reform the learning

and reform of the teaching profession(Mon-

triChutawatthana,2000: 6-10) showed that

the effect of National Education Act on the

teacher and teaching profession and futurity

that is concerned with the desirable teachers

could besummarized as follows:

L. Teachersin the future have toset

a goodmodel of people who have been

educated.

2. Teachers in the future have to

have the [ifetong learning and continuous

learning process.

3. Teachers inthe future have to-

manage the basic education.

4. Teachers inthe future have to

have the abil.ity to teach students of various

types.

5. Teachers inthe future have to

work in three education systems.

6.Teachers inthe future have to work

in various schoots.

7. Teachers inthe future have to

manage the vocational course and cooper-

ate with enterorises.

8. Teachers inthe future have to

manage education by takinglearners as the

most imoortant.

9. Teachers inthe futurehave to

provide for the knowtedge and ski[[s.

10. Teachers inthe futurehave to

learn from exoerience.

11. Teachers in the future have to

have capabil.ity to evaluate students.

12. Teachers in the future have to

make substance of course in the basic ed-

ucation.

13. Teachers in the future have to

help community get knowledge.

From the synthesis of foreign

students' expectations onthe desirable

characteristics of teachers. the desirable
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characteristics of a teacher can be shown

in four aspects as fotlows:(NRRu, 2547)

l.Knowtedge : Teachers are ex-

pected to have skil.tsin the knowtedge ofa-

profession,student, teaching and learning,

course, context, and interconnectionto prior

knowtedge.

2. Skitl, and technique of teaching :

teachers are required to have theskitlsand

techniqueson teachingandtearningthat

focuses onthe differencesbetween the

parties on classroom management,instruc-

tion design, materia|.s,questioningskiltsand

interconnection of otd and newknowtedge.

3. Personatity : teachers are ex-

pected to havetheideals, spiritof teacher

andethics and mora[ity, searching for knowt-

edge, creative thinking, human retation,

setf-dedication, solution to problem and

temper contro|..

4. ReLationship with cominunity :

teachers are expected to have theretation-

shipwith the community to develop schoo[.

From study of the desirabte charac-

teristics of Thai teachers before the reform

of the National Education Act 1999 and

during the reform of education, it was found

that the desirabte characteristics of student

teachers cover four areas: knowledge, skil't-

sand techniquesof teaching, personaLity and

social relationships. However, during the

reform of education the desirable character-

istics of teacher focused on the reform of the

skitts cunicutum,skilts and lifetong learning

and skitts in using computer, technotogy

and skitts in English. By comparison ofthe

concept of education in Thaitand and other

countries, the desirabte characteristics of

student teachers sti lti ncorporates foursim i |.a r

aspects, but differs in the detai[s in which the

Foreign countries focus on lifetong learning,

the use of technotogy, c[assroom research

and the retationshio between students and

teachers and re[ation betweenparents and

the community.

From the study ofthe desirable

characteristics ofstudent teachers in Thai-

[and and abroad,the researcher had synthe-

sizedthese four desirable characteristics of

student teachers, namety, knowledge,skitl-

sand techniques, personality andsociaI re|.a-

tionships. Each aspect of these four aspects

hassub-variety as fot[ows :

1. Knowtedge :

It consists of the foltowing knowt-

edge: (a) Knowledge of subject matter of

teaching as described in the course; (b)

knowledge of teaching profession such as

research, psychoLogy, management, evaIu-

ation of teaching and educational manage-

ment, learning theory, human behavior, and

theory of education, interconnection of otd

and new knowledge and the curricutum;(c)

general know[edge such as the common
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[aw, history, computer, art and cutture,

naturat preservation, society and politics,

educational law and the environment and

(d) knowledge of languages such as Thai,

English and other foreign languages'

2. The skitts and techniques:

It consists of the skitts and tech-

niquesof teaching and learning, use of

materiats, learning managementwith the stu-

dent as its center, lifelong tearning,the use

of technotogy, listening, speaking, reading,

writing, curricutum devetopment, assess-

ment, and reporting of results of the student

development, the lesson ptan, illustration

andstimulation of the students'attention.

3. The personatitY:

It consists of ethics and moratitY

such as patience, diligence, compassion

for peopte, honesty, responsibility, justice,

enthusiasm, generosity, sacrifice, discipl'ine

and positive attitudes toward onesetf and

their career, the spirit of teacher, searching

for knowledge, wisdom, [ove and faith in

teaching profession,vision of the higher-or-

der thinkingand mental and physicat good

hea[th.

2. SocialretationshiP:

It consists of the re[ationships with

the community, students, colleagues and

parents.

Of these characteristics,each aspect

of the desirab[e characteristics can be divid-

ed into two sub-varieties to make it ctear'

Puppets and storytell.ing is an art that has

mentat,social and educational benefits on

chitdren. People of al'l. ages love stories.

Children are great fans of stories and tove

to listen to them. lt is a great activity of

learning. At each phase of the deve[opment

of the story, kids ask questions. Storytelting

is the basic training for academic learning,an

important event in the devetopment of

earty chi[dhood education and preschool

teachers. lt is necessary to follow the

coursei.07243 Storyte[ling for Chitdrenand

!07242 Puppets for a chitd, which isset out

to train students in telling a fairy tale for

chitdren. Had the students been trained

in the activities of storytelling and puppet

mastering, it woutd be important part to pro-

mote the desirable characteristics of those

students;therefore, the researcher had cho-

sen this topic entitl.ed " the deve[opment of

desirab|.e characteristic of student teachers

in the program of the Earl.y Chil'dhood Ed-

ucation atNakhonRatchasimaRajabhat Uni-

versity through the activities of storytelling

and puppet mastering for children" in view

of developingthe curriculum and teaching

and tearning in the future (Kultaya, 1998)'

The Purpose of Research
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This research aims to devetop the

desirabte characteristics of the student

teachers in the program inthe Earty Chil.d-

hood Ed ucationofNa khon Ratchasim a Ra-

jabhatUniversifAhrough the storytelting and

puppet masteringactivities for chi[dren.

The Benefit of Research

1. Studentteachers have devetooed

a desirabte characteristics

2. The program in the Earty Chil.d-

hood Educationat NRRU had devetooed

thetearning materia|.s for the course on

Storytelting for Eartychildhood and courses

on Puppet Mastering for Earty childhood

3. NakhonRatchasimaRajabhat

University had developed the know[edge

for deve[opment of activities for the [oca[

devetopment

4. The Pre-ln-service Educationhad

been provided to thestudent teachers of

NakhonRatchasimaRajabhat University.

The Framework of Research

This researchused manycon-

ceptsand theoriesofteaching applied by

many educators. Theframework of this

research has been shown as fo[tows :

Nationat Teacher

Qualification
(NTQ) Effects

Teaching professional Students of the

Earl.y ChiLdhood Education Program, NRRU

Using activities of storytelling and puppet

masterinq for chitdren

Desirabte features of the teaching

professionaI students :

. Knowledge

. Skilts

. Method

. Characteristics

Higher Education

Fieure 2 : The research framework
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Research MethodotogY

The sampleconsists ofthe 80 Earty Chil.dhood Education-student teachers who

enro[ted in thecours e IOT243 Storytetling for Children and course 107242 Puppet for Ear-

[y Chil.dhood at the first semester of the academic year 2009at the Facutty of Education

ofNa khon Ratchasi ma Rajabhat U niversity.

Theresearch method forms the Research and Devetopment type of research the

Drocess of which hasbeen divided into three phases as shown in Figure 2 below.

o Teaching document

o Define the aim

o Prepare the content and sequences of experience'

o Exchange learning exPeriences

o Evatuate methods.

o Report on student teaching documents

i-- .r*-;__l

Thirdphase(July - September 2009)

Try-out with 5

ExperimentaI

Evaluate the

activities

First Phase (June - JutY 2009)

AnaLyzing desirabl.e characteristics of student teachers in the program ofthe Earl.y

Chil.dhood Education

lnterviewing the expert for the guidetines of the desirable characteristics

survey on actuat and expected desirabte characteristics

Monitorinestudent teachers' framework for thinking about the desirable features.

Examination papers for ctasses

by 5 experts

Use the
activities with

80 target
groups

lgroups.
i
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Figure 2 : the research and devetopment

This researchhas been tried out

with the S0student teachers in the program

ofthe Earty Chil.dhood Education, who had

beendivided into four groups to perform the

fotl.owing steps:(Mckernan, 1996),

1. Theplanning stage: (Ptan)a Pro-

ceduretocoll.ect data and explore issues-

pertaining to the issueortheideaof such

desirabl.e characteristicsofthecourse and

students.

2. Theactionsta ge: (Action)try-out

ofthepuppetmastering and storytetl.ingby-

student teachers with thechitdren inEarly

Chil.d hood educationofDemonstration

SchooI ofNakhonRatchasimaRajabhatUni-

versity.

3. Theobservation sta ge:(Observa-

tion) aprocessthat occurs simuLtaneously

withthe operationofthe actionstage (Action

Process) in which theknowtedgeandunder-

standin gofthe desi rablecharacteristicsof

thestudents were measured.

4. The reftection stage: (Reflection)

the process of evatuating the process' The

data anaLysis results in improving and devel-

oping further activities'The detai[s of which

are shown in Figure 2 (Pongboriboon,Y. 2000)

Data anatysis

1. In theassessment ofthe achieve-

ment oft hedesirab[e characteristics, thebasic

statisticssuch as themean()and the standard

deviation(S.D) have been used.

2.The statistica|.significant tevel

of the desirabte characteristics of student

teachershave been dividedinto four Levels

as foltows:

a. VerY high: with the aver-

ageof3.50or above

b. High:with an average of2.75to

3.49

c. Moderate: with an average

of2.00 to 2.74

d. Low tevel: with the average

of2.00 or below

3. Thecriterion for achievement of

student teachersis ahighleve[ with average

of2.75orabove.

Result of assessment of the desirabte

characteristics

Evatuationoft he desirable character-

istics of 8Ostudent teachersth rough activities

of storytetting and puppet mastering for

chitdrenhas been shown inTable 1.
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Tabte 1 : Assessmentofstudent teachers' desirabte characteristicsthrouqh activities

of puppet mastering and storytel.ling for chitdren

Seriat

No. Topics Mean S.D. Achieving

Know[edge

1. lknowtedge of subject

1.2 teaching

1.3 General knowtedge

Skitl and techniques

PersonaIity

3.1 The ethics

retationships

matter 3.48

3.64

3.52

3.60

3.70

3.40

High achieve

Veryhigh achieve

Veryhigh achieve

Veryhigh achieve

Veryhigh achieve

High achieve

0.41

0.32

0.21

r.02

0.81

0.72

Average 3.56 0.58 Veryhigh achieve

From the first table, it is evident that level of the achievement of the student teach-

ersin the program ofEarly Chil.dhood Educationthrough Puppets, and Storytel[ingActivities

for children with aims of devetopingthe desirabte characteristicswas higher and meetswith

the targets set out in al[ respects. Overa[[, the levet ofachievementof student teachers

was very high with average of 3.55while compared with other target group it meets with

the a|.t criteria.

Conctusion-

Thedata anatysis todevelopthe conceptofthe desirable characteristicsofstudent

teachers in four aspects, namety,theknowtedge,skiltsand techniques,personatityandsociaI

retationships was inhighertevel and meets with thetargetsset outin a|.[ respects.

The devetopment ofdesirabte characteristicsof student teachersthrough storytetl.ing

and puppet masteringactivitiesforEarly Childhoodhas been shown as foltows :

1. Knowtedge

(a) Knowtedge of subject matter: Students should have knowledge of the subject

matter of Early Chitdhood development based on the concepts and theories on Earty

Chil.dhood Education and students are able educate parentsto engage in employment of
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storytel.ti n g a nd p u ppets m asteri n g activities

for chitdren

(b) Knowl.edge ofProfession:Stu-

dentsshoutd have knowledgeof the concept

and principtesofearty childhood education,

name|.y, developmentand learnin gof young

chitdren,tea rnin g,teachin g, researchand ed-

ucationa[ [aw.

(c) Knowledgeof general subjects:

students should have knowl.edge of the

humanities, sociaI sciences, mathematics,

basic heatth and Thai and foreign languages

and computers.

The devetopment of student teach-

ers' desirabte characteristics and integration

of the moratity to a[[ subjects are important

things. Learning through the synthesis of

critical thinking and reflection, [earning by

which individual students and groups of

students learn through direct experience,

knowl.edge andtheir class's evatuation and

these qualities equipstudents with the nec-

essary ski[s in their teachingprofession.

2. The skitts and techniques.

Students need to be cultivated with

the mora|., inte[tectual. skiLls and knowledge

of the Earty Childhood Education. Student

teachers can find a way to solve problems

on their own by application of various activ-

ities of storytelling and puppets mastering

for children. The result of analysis of activ-

ities of storytelling and puppets mastering

for chitdrenreveated that the development

of learning and creation of activities, sto-

nyte[ting and puppets for chitdren need to

be creative. The desirabte characteristics

of the student teachers shoutd be devet-

oped through this process.The sotution

through variety of activities and the [earning

outcomes should be provided by doing a

project on the experience from the learn-

ing process.Research in the classroom or

sources inside and outside the c[assroom

which hetpscreate a learning environment

is consistent with the functions of the brain

or BBL (Brain Based Learning) and evalua-

tion of the measure and assessment of the

authentic assessment.

3. The moral personality.

Students shoutd have a moralitY,

ethics of living with others in harmony and

whi[e learning science subjects the ethics

shoutd be deve[oped, for instance, con-

sciousness and awareness of the importance

of professionaI ethics, honesty and respon-

sibitity to themselves and society, respect

of the rights of others, and maintaining the

rules and regulations of the organization, the

consciousness of being Thaiby expressing

our love and commitment.

The developmentofdesirable char-

acteristics ofstudent teachers shou|.d come-

from direct experience such as fietd tripsand-

|.aboratorypractice, the research process,
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the use ofmedia,technotogy,projectsand

researchin the classroom orthroughcritical

thin kin g; thesynthesis ofcriticatactivities such

asdiscussiongroups, thesimutation anden-

quirytoknowtedgeand capabil.ity toassess

thecognitiveskitt,as wetl as a substantiatpie-

ceofcreativework a nd i nte [ectua I a bi |'itiess u-

chasthin ki n gprocessesa nd proced ures.

4.There[ationship.

Students shoutdinteractwith-

staffandsupervisors, co[|.eagues, parents

andschootteadersto sotve theprobtemand

understanding ofthe roteofworkingwith

othersas afriend and to buitdgood relation-

shipswithchildren, friends, teachers, admin-

istrators, parents and community in the

better way.ln the devetopment ofdesirabte

characteristics, thestudent teachers shoutd

be learned fromthe learning activity or by

askingthegrouptorespectthe distinctionbe-

tween|.an gua geandcottaborativework. The

focusofanatysisshou[d be devetopedtothe

ooint where thefeedback anddirection ofthe

required devetopment.

Discussion

Thedata analysis todeve|'opthe

co n ce ptofd e s i ra b |.e c h a ra cte ri sti csofstu d e nt

teachers inthefour aspects, namety,thek-

nowledge,ski|.lsand techniques, personatity

andsocial relationshipswas in higherlevet

whichaccounts for theachievement of the

targetsset outin a|.[ respects.

The findines of research

tent with thestandard of the professionat

standards of teachers, for instance, the stan-

dard 3 which aims to develop the learner to

his tatency and the standard 5 which aims

to develop effective media of instruction

and standard 6 which aims to arranqe the

tearning and teaching with emphasis on

permanent effecton learner. In addition, the

research findings are consistent with the de-

sirabte characteristics of teachers appeared

in the National Education Act 1999 and rote

of the Bachelor of education in the reform of

tearning and thereform of the teaching pro-

fession of the Board of National Office2002

on the teachers and teaching profession in

the future by which teachers in future must

be able to teach many students; must work

in schoots in which students arethe most

important andmust learn from trueexperi-

ence. (Snubboon N., 2002).

It is evident that the deve[opment

of desirab|.e characteristics of student

teachers in the program of Early Chil.dhood

Education at NRRUthrough the activities of

storyte[ting and puppets helped students

devetoodesirable characteristics a student

teachersin the fotlowing four aspects: (1)

in the aspect of the know[edge which is

instanced by know[edge of subject matter,

learner, teaching and learning, curriculum,
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context and interconnection of their prior

knowtedge{2) in the aspect of skil.l. and tech-

niquewhich is instanced by skil.l, and tech-

nique on teaching and learning, arrangement

of education which focus on differences

between the parties, the design of learning,

skilts in using media,the questioning skitts

and interconnection of the old and new

knowtedge;(3) in the aspect of personality

which is instanced byideol.ogy and the spirit,

inquiryfor knowledge, good rote model, cre-

ativity, human retationship, setf-dedication,

prob[em solution, temper control and (4) in

the aspect of the relationship with commu-

nity which is instanced byconoboration with

the community and school development.

(Aruntharee 5., 1999; Dunklang 5., 2007).

The fi ndingsoft his research reveated

that researcher had develooedtheteach-

ingmaterialsfor the course on storytelting

forthe early chi|.dhood andstudent teachers

haddevetooedthedesirabte characteristics

throughthe activities of puppets and story-

teILing forchildren.

Suggestion

Suggestions of this research are as foltows.

1. Develooment of student teach-

ers' desirable characteristics should come

from the activities of teaching and learning

in various subjects as specified in the cur-

ricuIum.

2. Arrangement of activity to devet-

op the desirabte characteristicsof student

teachers shoutdbe made avaitabte with the

project in which there is a ptanjointly devet-

oped by teachers and students in order to

achieve perFormance goats.

3. Arrangement of activities to de-

veLop the desirabte characteristics of the

student teachersshou[d be made avai[able

withreflectionof performance, problems and

participation and desirabte characteristics

that students have devetoped through var-

ious activities of learning and teaching.

4. Activities ofstoryleLling and pup-

pets should be practicedby student teachers

to obtain the skil.l.s of storytelling, expressing

emotions, plot writing and acting skitls.

5. Cerlified Teacher who conducts

the activities ofstorytetling and puppet mas-

teringshoutd be flexib|.e for the shy andtimid

student teachers and they should be given

opportunities to get a group together and

hel'p each other in arrangement of activities

andto build up student teachers' confi-

oence.

6. Coordination with the place of

the performance with reference to the date,

time and audience as well as the coordina-

tion with administrator, parents of students

who come to watch the show shoutd be

made because schedules of the entry to

the show are subject to changing.
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