The development of the desirable characteristicsof student
teachersin the Early Childhood Education Program at
NakhonRatchasima Rajabhat University, through activities of
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Abstract
This research aimed to develop thedesirable characteristicsof

student teachersof the Early Childhood Education Program atNakhon-
RatchasimaRajabhat University through theactivities ofstorytelling and
puppets for children. The sample was 80 students of the Early Child-
hoodEducation Program who registered forthe Course 107243 Storytell-
ing for Children and 107242 Puppets for Children. This action research
consisted ofthree phases: Phase 1 involved literature review and data
analysis ofthe research framework of the desirable characteristics of stu-
dent teachers. Phase 2 was concerned withthe research framework and
document preparation. Phase 3 dealt with experiments and activities.
The data analysis revealed that the conceptual framework of the
desirable characteristics of student teachers in four aspects, namely,
knowledge, skills, methods and characteristics wasfound to meet with

all standards.

Keyword : development, desirable characteristics, puppets and
storytelling, Early childhood
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Research Background

Teaching profession is an advanced
profession which requires teachers to be
trained in order to meet with the objectives
of curriculum (BENQO, 2002).The curriculum
of Pre-in-Service Education atNakhonRatcha-
simaRajabhatUniversity isbased on the aca-
demic and professional standardsforhigher
education and aims to produce the man-
power that can meet with the local need
and conforms to the national economic and
social development and aims to develop
studentsto be thecompetent persons in
profession, technique and method of career
management and ethics. (Clore, G.L. and
Bray,M.B.,1978).

The curriculum of the Early Child-
hood Education of the program inEarly
Childhood Education, Faculty of Education,
aims to develop students’knowledge and
skills in experience management in order
to promote the readiness and capacity of
Early Childhood as per their latencyin order
to develop the graduate students of Pre-In-
Service Education who endowed with the
desirable characteristics such as being talent
and gifted teachers, ability to manage edu-
cation, learning, and expertise in their own
fields.(NRRU, 2004: 382)

With reference to the teaching pro-
fession, the Professional Teacher Council is
one of the teaching profession organizations
at present that the Ministry of Education
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entrusts with the responsibility to reformthe
teachers and educationistsespecially to
develop and maintainthe teaching profes-
sion and educationists and to create the
professional standards that has been used
nowadays, which consists of three ele-
ments,namely, the standard of knowledge
and professional experience, performance,
andbehavior.

Moreover, the professional Teacher
Council had framed the eleven teaching
professionalstandards as follows:

Standard 1 : to always practice the
professional activity pertaining to develop-
ment of teaching profession.

Standard 2 : to desire and practice
any activity by taking an effect on the stu-
dent into an account

Standard 3 : to develop students to
their full latency.

Standard 4 : to develop lesson plan
which operate and securethe actual result.

Standard5 : to always develop ef-
fective teaching and learning methods.

Standard 6 : to provide effective
activities with emphasis on teaching students
to achieve more lasting results.

Standard 7 : to systematically report
the quality of learning.

Standard 8 : to behave as a role
model to students.

Standard 9 : to collaborate with

others in creative education.

Standard 10 : to collaborate with
others todevelop the community.

Standard 11 : toenquire and use
information in for personal development.

With reference to the development
of education for the external quality assur-
ance, the basic education determined the
standard of education in the term of indica-
tors of the desirable characteristics and the
condition of readiness of the administrator
of the program, buildings and communities.

With reference to the desirable
characteristics of teacher,the standard is
framed as follows:

Standard 21 indicates that teachers
have teaching spirit and morality and ethics,
the indicators of whichare shownas follows:
(NRRU, 2547)

1. Teachers are caring, and under-
standing every student consistently and
equitably.

2. Teachers have public relation-
ships and temper control and listen to other
opinions.

3.Teachers have responsibility, in-
tegrity, punctuality, and dedication to the
development of students.

4. Teachers behave properly and set
the good model for behavior and personality.

5. Teachers have positive attitudes

toward teacher profession.
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The Standard 23 indicates thatteachers
are required to have the ability to acquire
knowledge, critical thinking and knowledge
to improve teaching and learning.They qual-
ities are as follows:

1. Self-control

2. Creative thinking

3. Academic capability

4. Teaching and learning management

5. Development of learner

6. Development of School

7. Corroboration with community

Theseare the desirable character-
isticsthat are mentioned in the National
Education Act 1999. The report of policy on
the reversed effect ofthe National Education
Act 1999, the government’s agreement with
the Asian Development Bank, the reform
of government systemand the changes in
thestructure of the population that has an
effect on the educationand the role of the
faculty of education to reform the learning
and reform of the teaching profession(Mon-
triChulawatthana ,2000: 6-10) showed that
the effect of National Education Act on the
teacher and teaching profession and futurity
that is concerned with the desirable teachers
could besummarized as follows:

1. Teachersin the future have toset
a goodmodel of people who have been

educated.

2. Teachers in the future have to
have the lifelong learning and continuous
learning process.

3. Teachers inthe future have to-
manage the basic education.

4. Teachers inthe future have to
have the ability to teach students of various
types.

5. Teachers inthe future have to
work in three education systems.

6.Teachers inthe future have to work
in various schools.

7. Teachers inthe future have to
manage the vocational course and cooper-
ate with enterprises.

8. Teachers inthe future have to
manage education by takinglearners as the
most important.

9. Teachers inthe futurehave to
provide for the knowledge and skills.

10. Teachers inthe futurehave to
learn from experience.

11. Teachers in the future have to
have capability to evaluate students.

12. Teachers in the future have to
make substance of course in the basic ed-
ucation.

13. Teachers in the future have to
help community get knowledge.

From the synthesis of foreign
students’ expectations onthe desirable

characteristics of teachers, the desirable
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characteristics of a teacher can be shown
in four aspects as follows:(NRRU, 2547)

1.Knowledge : Teachers are ex-
pected to have skillsin the knowledge ofa-
profession,student, teaching and learning,
course, context, and interconnectionto prior
knowledge.

2. Skill and technique of teaching :
teachers are required to have theskillsand
techniqueson teachingandlearningthat
focuses onthe differencesbetween the
parties on classroom management,instruc-
tion design, materials,questioningskillsand
interconnection of old and newknowledge.

3. Personality : teachers are ex-
pected to havetheideals, spiritof teacher
andethics and morality, searching for knowl-
edge, creative thinking, human relation,
self-dedication, solution to problem and
temper control.

4. Relationship with community :
teachers are expected to have therelation-
shipwith the community to develop school.

From study of the desirable charac-
teristics of Thai teachers before the reform
of the National Education Act 1999 and
during the reform of education, it was found
that the desirable characteristics of student
teachers cover four areas: knowledee, skill-
sand techniquesof teaching, personality and
social relationships. However, during the

reform of education the desirable character-

istics of teacher focused on the reform of the
skills curriculum,skills and lifelong learning
and skills in using computer, technology
and skills in English. By comparison ofthe
concept of education in Thailand and other
countries, the desirable characteristics of
student teachers stillincorporates foursimilar
aspects, but differs in the details in which the
Foreign countries focus on lifelong learning,
the use of technology, classroom research
and the relationship between students and
teachers and relation betweenparents and
the community.

From the study ofthe desirable
characteristics ofstudent teachers in Thai-
land and abroad,the researcher had synthe-
sizedthese four desirable characteristics of
student teachers, namely, knowledge,skill-
sand techniques, personality andsocial rela-
tionships. Each aspect of these four aspects
hassub-variety as follows :

1. Knowledge :

It consists of the following knowl-
edge: (a) Knowledge of subject matter of
teaching as described in the course; (b)
knowledge of teaching profession such as
research, psychology, management, evalu-
ation of teaching and educational manage-
ment, learning theory, human behavior, and
theory of education, interconnection of old
and new knowledge and the curriculum; (c)

general knowledge such as the common
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law, history, computer, art and culture,
natural preservation, society and politics,
educational law and the environment and
(d) knowledge of languages such as Thai,
English and other foreign languages.

2. The skills and techniques:

It consists of the skills and tech-
niquesof teaching and learning, use of
materials, learning managementwith the stu-
dent as its center, lifelong learningthe use
of technology, listening, speaking, reading,
writing, curriculum development, assess-
ment, and reporting of results of the student
development, the lesson plan, illustration
andstimulation of the students’attention.

3, The personality:

It consists of ethics and morality
such as patience, diligence, compassion
for people, honesty, responsibility, justice,
enthusiasm, generosity, sacrifice, discipline
and positive attitudes toward oneself and
their career, the spirit of teacher, searching
for knowledge, wisdom, love and faith in
teaching profession,vision of the higher-or-
der thinkingand mental and physical good
health.

2. Socialrelationship:

It consists of the relationships with
the community, students, colleagues and
parents.

Of these characteristics,each aspect

of the desirable characteristics can be divid-
ed into two sub-varieties to make it clear.

Puppets and storytelling is an art that has
mental,social and educational benefits on
children. People of all ages love stories.
Children are great fans of stories and love
to listen to them. It is a great activity of
learning. At each phase of the development
of the story, kids ask questions. Storytelling
is the basic training for academic learning,an
important event in the development of
early childhood education and preschool
teachers. It is necessary to follow the
course107243 Storytelling for Childrenand
107242 Puppets for a child, which isset out
to train students in telling a fairy tale for
children. Had the students been trained
in the activities of storytelling and puppet
mastering, it would be important part to pro-
mote the desirable characteristics of those
students;therefore, the researcher had cho-
sen this topic entitled “ the development of
desirable characteristic of student teachers
in the program of the Early Childhood Ed-
ucation atNakhonRatchasimaRajabhat Uni-
versity through the activities of storytelling
and puppet mastering for children” in view
of developingthe curriculum and teaching

and learning in the future (Kullaya, 1998).

The Purpose of Research
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This research aims to develop the
desirable characteristics of the student
teachers in the program inthe Early Child-
hoodEducationofNakhonRatchasimaRa-
jabhatUniversitythrough the storytelling and

puppet masteringactivities for children.

The Benefit of Research

1. Student teachers have developed
a desirable characteristics

2. The program in the Early Child-
hood Educationat NRRU had developed
thelearning materials for the course on
Storytelling for Earlychildhood and courses
on Puppet Mastering for Early childhood

™,

3.NakhonRatchasimaRajabhat
University had developed the knowledge
for development of activities for the local
development

4. The Pre-In-service Educationhad
been provided to thestudent teachers of
NakhonRatchasimaRajabhat University.

The Framework of Research

This researchused manycon-
ceptsand theoriesofteaching applied by
many educators. Theframework of this

research has been shown as follows :

National Teacher
Qualification

Teaching professional Students of the
Early Childhood Education Program, NRRU

\J

(NTQ) Effe)

Using activities of storytelling and puppet
mastering for children

| J

Y

Higher Education

Figure 2 : The research framework

Desirable features of the teaching
professional students :

» Knowledge

« Skills

» Method

« Characteristics
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Research Methodology

The sampleconsists ofthe 80 Early Childhood Education. student teachers who
enrolled in thecourse 107243 Storytelling for Children and course 107242 Puppet for Ear-
ly Childhood at the first semester of the academic year 2009at the Faculty of Education
ofNakhonRatchasimaRajabhat University.

Theresearch method forms the Research and Development type of research the

process of which hasbeen divided into three phases as shown in Figure 2 below.

First Phase (June - July 2009)
Analyzing desirable characteristics of student teachers in the program ofthe Early
Childhood Education
Interviewing the expert for the guidelines of the desirable characteristics
Survey on actual and expected desirable characteristics
Monitoringstudent teachers’ framework for thinking about the desirable features.
o Teaching document

o Define the aim

o Prepare the content and sequences of experience.
o Exchange learning experiences
o Evaluate methods.

o Report on student teaching documents = Modify !
I l
v
. . i
| Yes i—q————! Examination papers for classes o] No ‘1

by 5 experts

Thirdphase(July — September 2009)

i’Try-out with 5 Use the Evaluate the f 1| Report of 1
| Experimental _|activities with | | activities _.J result
| groups. 80 target | ]
‘I groups b




Vol.11 No.1 January - June 2013

ROMMAYASAN 81

Figure 2 : the research and development
This researchhas been tried out
with the 80student teachers in the program
ofthe Early Childhood Education, who had
beendivided into four groups to perform the
following steps:(Mckernan, 1996),

1. Theplanning stage: (Plan)a pro-
ceduretocollect data and explore issues-
pertaining to the issueortheideaof such
desirable characteristicsofthecourse and
students.

2. Theactionstage: (Action)try-out
ofthepuppetmastering and storytellingby-
student teachers with thechildren inEarly
Childhood educationofDemonstration
School ofNakhonRatchasimaRajabhatUni-
versity.

3. Theobservation stage:(Observa-
tion) aprocessthat occurs simultaneously
withthe operationofthe actionstage (Action
Process) in which theknowledgeandunder-
standingofthe desirablecharacteristicsof
thestudents were measured.

4. The reflection stage: (Reflection)
the process of evaluating the process. The
data analysis results in improving and devel-
oping further activities.The details of which
are shown in Figure 2 (Pongboriboon,Y. 2000)

Data analysis

1. In theassessment ofthe achieve-
ment ofthedesirable characteristics, thebasic
statisticssuch as themean()and the standard
deviation(S.D) have been used.

2. The statisticalsignificant level
of the desirable characteristics of student
teachershave been dividedinto four levels
as follows:

a. Very high: with the aver-
ageof3.500r above

b. High:with an average of2.75 to
3.49

c. Moderate: with an average
of2.00 to 2.74

d. Low level: with the average
0f2.00 or below

3. Thecriterion for achievement of
student teachersis ahighlevel with average

of2.750rabove.

Result of assessment of the desirable
characteristics

Evaluationofthe desirable character-
istics of 80student teachersthrough activities
of storytelling and puppet mastering for
childrenhas been shown inTable 1.
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Table 1 : Assessmentofstudent teachers’ desirable characteristicsthrough activities

of puppet mastering and storytelling for children

Serial
No. Topics Mean S.D. Level Achieving
1 Knowledge
1.1knowledge of subject matter  3.48 0.41 High achieve
1.2 teaching 3.64 0.32 Veryhigh  achieve
1.3 General knowledge 3.52 0.21 Veryhigh  achieve
2 Skill and techniques 3.60 1.02 Veryhigh  achieve
3 Personality
3.1 The ethics 3.70 0.81 Veryhigh  achieve
4 relationships 3.40 0.72 High achieve
Average 3.56 0.58 Veryhigh achieve

From the first table, it is evident that level of the achievement of the student teach-
ersin the program ofEarly Childhood Educationthrough Puppets, and StorytellingActivities
for children with aims of developingthe desirable characteristicswas higher and meetswith
the targets set out in all respects. Overall, the level ofachievementof student teachers
was very high with average of 3.55while compared with other target group it meets with

the all criteria.

Conclusion-

Thedata analysis todevelopthe conceptofthe desirable characteristicsofstudent
teachers in four aspects, namely,theknowledge,skillsand techniques,personalityandsocial
relationships was inhigherlevel and meets with thetargetsset outin all respects.

The development ofdesirable characteristicsof student teachersthrough storytelling
and puppet masteringactivitiesforEarly Childhoodhas been shown as follows :

1. Knowledge

(a) Knowledge of subject matter: Students should have knowledge of the subject
matter of Early Childhood development based on the concepts and theories on Early

Childhood Education and students are able educate parentsto engage in employment of
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storytelling and puppets mastering activities
for children

(b) Knowledge ofProfession:Stu-
dentsshould have knowledgeof the concept
and principlesofearly childhood education,
namely, developmentand learningof young
children,learning,teaching, researchand ed-
ucational law.

(c) Knowledgeof general subjects:
students should have knowledge of the
humanities, social sciences, mathematics,
basic health and Thai and foreign languages
and computers.

The development of student teach-
ers’ desirable characteristics and integration
of the morality to all subjects are important
things. Learning through the synthesis of
critical thinking and reflection, learning by
which individual students and groups of
students learn through direct experience,
knowledge andtheir class’s evaluation and
these qualities equipstudents with the nec-
essary skills in their teachingprofession.

2. The skills and techniques.

Students need to be cultivated with
the moral, intellectual skills and knowledge
of the Early Childhood Education. Student
teachers can find a way to solve problems
on their own by application of various activ-
ities of storytelling and puppets mastering
for children. The result of analysis of activ-

ities of storytelling and puppets mastering

for childrenrevealed that the development
of learning and creation of activities, sto-
rytelling and puppets for children need to
be creative. The desirable characteristics
of the student teachers should be devel-
oped through this process.The solution
through variety of activities and the learning
outcomes should be provided by doing a
project on the experience from the learn-
ing process.Research in the classroom or
sources inside and outside the classroom
which helpscreate a learning environment
is consistent with the functions of the brain
or BBL (Brain Based Learning) and evalua-
tion of the measure and assessment of the
authentic assessment.

3. The moral personality.

Students should have a morality,
ethics of living with others in harmony and
while learning science subjects the ethics
should be developed, for instance, con-
sciousness and awareness of the importance
of professional ethics, honesty and respon-
sibility to themselves and society, respect
of the rights of others, and maintaining the
rules and regulations of the organization, the
consciousness of being Thaiby expressing
our love and commitment.

The developmentofdesirable char-
acteristics ofstudent teachers should come-
from direct experience such as field tripsand-

laboratorypractice, the research process,
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the use ofmedia,technology,projectsand
researchin the classroom orthroughcritical
thinking; thesynthesis ofcriticalactivities such
asdiscussiongroups, thesimulation anden-
quirytoknowledgeand capability toassess
thecognitiveskill,as well as a substantialpie-
ceofcreativework andintellectual abilitiessu-
chasthinkingprocessesandprocedures.

4. Therelationship.

Students shouldinteractwith-
staffandsupervisors, colleagues, parents
andschoolleadersto solve theproblemand
understanding ofthe roleofworkingwith
othersas afriend and to buildgood relation-
shipswithchildren, friends, teachers, admin-
istrators, parents and community in the
better way.In the development ofdesirable
characteristics, thestudent teachers should
be learned fromthe learning activity or by
askingthegrouptorespectthe distinctionbe-
tweenlanguageandcollaborativework. The
focusofanalysisshould be developedtothe
point where thefeedback anddirection ofthe

required development.

Discussion

Thedata analysis todevelopthe
conceptofdesirable characteristicsofstudent
teachers inthefour aspects, namely,thek-
nowledge,skillsand techniques, personality
andsocial relationshipswas in higherlevel

whichaccounts for theachieverment of the

targetsset outin all respects.

The findings of research areconsis-
tent with thestandard of the professional
standards of teachers, for instance, the stan-
dard 3 which aims to develop the learner to
his latency and the standard 5 which aims
to develop effective media of instruction
and standard 6 which aims to arrange the
learning and teaching with emphasis on
permanent effecton learner. In addition, the
research findings are consistent with the de-
sirable characteristics of teachers appeared
in the National Education Act 1999 and role
of the Bachelor of education in the reform of
learning and thereform of the teaching pro-
fession of the Board of National Office2002
on the teachers and teaching profession in
the future by which teachers in future must
be able to teach many students; must work
in schools in which students arethe most
important andmust learn from trueexperi-
ence. (Snubboon N., 2002).

It is evident that the development
of desirable characteristics of student
teachers in the program of Early Childhood
Education at NRRUthrough the activities of
storytelling and puppets helped students
developdesirable characteristics a student
teachersin the following four aspects: (1)
in the aspect of the knowledge which is
instanced by knowledge of subject matter,

learner, teaching and learning, curriculum,
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context and interconnection of their prior
knowledge;(2) in the aspect of skill and tech-
niguewhich is instanced by skill and tech-
nigue on teaching and learning, arrangement
of education which focus on differences
between the parties, the design of learning,
skills in using media,the questioning skills
and interconnection of the old and new
knowledge;(3) in the aspect of personality
which is instanced byideology and the spirit,
inquiry for knowledge, good role model, cre-
ativity, human relationship, self-dedication,
problem solution, temper control and (4) in
the aspect of the relationship with commu-
nity which is instanced bycorroboration with
the community and school development.
(Aruntharee S., 1999; Dunklang S., 2007).

The findingsofthis research revealed
that researcher had developedtheteach-
ingmaterialsfor the course on storytelling
forthe early childhood andstudent teachers
haddevelopedthedesirable characteristics
throughthe activities of puppets and story-
telling forchildren.

Suggestion

Suggestions of this research are as follows.
1. Development of student teach-

ers’ desirable characteristics should come

from the activities of teaching and learning

in various subjects as specified in the cur-

riculum.

2. Arrangement of activity to devel-
op the desirable characteristicsof student
teachers shouldbe made available with the
project in which there is a planjointly devel-
oped by teachers and students in order to
achieve performance goals.

3. Arrangement of activities to de-
velop the desirable characteristics of the
student teachersshould be made available
withreflectionof performance, problems and
participation and desirable characteristics
that students have developed through var-
ious activities of learning and teaching.

4. Activities ofstorytelling and pup-
pets should be practicedby student teachers
to obtain the skills of storytelling, expressing
emotions, plot writing and acting skills.

5. Certified Teacher who conducts
the activities ofstorytelling and puppet mas-
teringshould be flexible for the shy andtimid
student teachers and they should be given
opportunities to get a group together and
help each other in arrangement of activities
andto build up student teachers’ confi-
dence.

6. Coordination with the place of
the performance with reference to the date,
time and audience as well as the coordina-
tion with administrator, parents of students
who come to watch the show should be

made because schedules of the entry to

the show are subject to changing.
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