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A Study on Identity of Four Ethnic Groups in Lower Isan
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Abstract

The objectives of this independent
study were 1) to examine the identity of
the four ethnic groups in Lower Isan, 2)
to develop the public relations media in
terms of culture of the four ethnic groups
in Lower Isan, 3) to study satisfaction of
people towards the public relations media.
The samples used in this study were 169
visitors who came to visit Lower Northeastern
(Isan) Cultural Center, Buriram Rajabhat
University. The instruments utilized in this
study consisted of 1) Semi-structured
interviews, 2) the public relations media in
terms of culture, 3) the evaluation form for
evaluating the media, and 4) the questionnaire
regarding the satisfaction of people
towards the media. The statistics used for
data analysis were percentage, mean and
Standard Deviation (SD).

The results from the study showed
that the ethnic groups in Lower Isan consisted
of Thai-Laos ethnic group, Thai-Khmer ethnic
group, Thai-Korat ethnic group, and Thai-Kui
or Suai ethnic group. Each ethnic group

had different dialect, costumes, foods, and

festivals. The festival showing the identity of
Thai-Laos ethnic group is “Boon Bang Fai”
or Rocket festival. The festival showing the
identity of Thai-Khmer ethnic group is “Saen
Don Ta” or the festival for offering foods
to the spirits of their dead ancestors. As for
Thai-Korat ethnic group, the Korat folk song
performance displays the identity of people
in this group. And the identity of Thai-Kui or
Suai ethnic group can be seen from “Saen
Phi Pakum” or the festival for offering foods
to the spirits of their dead ancestors. The
results from the media’s quality evaluation
evaluated by experts showed that the
overall quality of the media was suitable for
using at the highest level. And the overall
satisfaction level of people towards the public
relations media was at the high level. The
development of the public relations media
in the form of animation for publicizing the
culture of the ethnic groups was suitable
for audiences of all ages. The advantages
of this animation included educating the
audiences. The audiences can remember
the content of the media while they can
enjoy themselves. Therefore, the media in
the form of animation can be one of the
perfect choices for publicizing the culture

extensively in the future.

Keyword : Design, Identity, Ethnic Groups,
Cartoon, Cultural Information Media
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