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Approaches to Development of Thai Private

*
University Images

Kk
Arissara Bunrat

Abstract

This research aimed to identify components, images as well as approaches to
develop images of private universities in Thailand. It consisted of three phases. In the first
phase, theories reviewed from literature and information obtained from interviews with
specialists concerning Thai university images were synthesized. The second phase involved
survey analysis on components of the images obtained from a sample of 200 individuals.
They included administrators and staff who were responsible for Thai private university
images from 40 offices. In the last phase, approaches to develop the images were examined
through interviews with seven experts. It was found that the images composed of five
components: curriculum innovation, social responsibility, academic worthiness, graduate
quality, and internationalization. As for the approaches for each component, it was suggested
that curriculum innovation should be authentic in the way that graduates can further
develop in the future. To show social responsibility, the universities must research that can
be applied for community development. Furthermore, they should ensure quality education
students receive so that they can get jobs after graduation as to avoid social burden. In
addition, lecturers should be promoted to develop their potentials such as pursuing higher
education, joining seminars and trainings which in turn will also develop their learners
through application of the new knowledge acquired. Next, professional skills should be
established among students from the beginning of their education years as to instill in them
as well as problem-solving skills necessary at work for their future. Finally, internalization of
the universities can be developed through offering scholarships to both staff and students,
having student and teacher exchange programs between local and international universities,

and promoting academic cooperation with recognized universities overseas.

Key words: Image; Approaches to Develop Images; Private Universities in Thailand
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