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The project of developing the technology to produce quality Kiuai Khai (Musa (AA group)) for exporting
was aimed to grow Kluai Khai at the same locations that had done previously. In order to obtain the good quality
of banana for exporting in time as needed by the market, the proper management in the orchards like good soil,
fertilizer and water system inanagements was carried out. The project also had trained the local growers to become
the skilled persons to transfer such of the technology to the communities. The researchers were then surveyed the
areas of producing Kluai Khai for exporting and had selected 2 areas in Nakhon Sawan and Chumphon provinces
for constructing the demonstrating plots. Each plot had comprised of the area of one Rai and the managements of
fertigation system and pest control program were set up in demonstrating plots.

Areas of cultivating Kluai Khai for exporting purpose like in the provinces of Rayong, Chaﬁthaburi, Tak,
Nakhon Sawan, Kamphaeng Phet and Chumphon were surveyed. The result revealed that the peak that the
markets usually need the commodity of Kluai Khai was during January until March. At the peak period, the price
of the product was sold at more than 15 Baht a kilogram. In addition, all survey places were faced with more or
less similar problems like enzymatic browning of fruit skin, yellow Sigatoka disease and tree lodging due to strong
wind.

Results of demonstrative plots at Pato district, Chumphon and Muang district, Nakhon Sawan on

fertigation and pest control managements showed the yield increased by 20% and more even fruit setting as
compared with the conventional method which had done by thg;' local growers. The local growers normally
supplied the water through hose line and fertilizer by hand top dressing to the banana trees. Anyhow, the problem
to be considered is the initial investment of water system is too hlgh It cost 8,500 Baht per Rai on average.

In case of important diseases, yellow sigatoka, fruit rot and brunch rot were observed. Study in the
orchards using spore trapping technique found at least 15 fungal species contaminated on banana fruit skins.
Among the fungal species, Fusarium sp. was the predominant than others. Browning of skin after harvest was
another noticeable symptom. It normally caused by physiological changing in the fruit not due to disease.

The small raising black spot on banana fruit skin observed on young fruit until harvest was also studied.
When the symptom appeared on fruit it was unable to be exported. 1t was proved to cause by infesting of tbrip at
early of flowering stage. The symptom was disappeared when insecticide was applied to control the thrip and for
the reason, exported of the product increased by 30%. -

Training of local growers and agricultural extension personal resulted in obtaining of skilled persons and
they later became the leaders among the group. Organizing of the workshop training to the local growers and
extension personals was able to extend the result of research finding to more than 100 individual growers. At the

-~ end of the project 1,000 hand out manuals entitled “Producing of Quality Kluai Khai” were printed and distributed

- to the Kluai Khai growers.





