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The purposes of this research were 1o analyze the differential item functioning in Thai language and Social
studies, religion, and culture test items and to detect the causal of differential item functioning by sex. language
and ethnic in Thai language and Social studies, religion and culture test items. The research sample consisted of
1.320 Mathayomsuksa 1 students under the educational service areas in Songkla, Phatthalung, Trang and Stule by 3-
stages stratified random sambling. The research instruments were the questionnaire for explored the students interest,
the tests in Thai language and Social studies, religion and culture and the causal detection guestionair. Data were
anal, ced by using Mantel-Haenszel: MH, SIBTEST program and investigated causal of differential item functioning by
experts.

The research findings were as follows:

1) Three of Thai language tests with 120 items had differential item functioning by sex. language and
ethnic of 9 .15 and 28 items. Three of Social studies, religion, and culture with 120 items had differential item
functioning by sex, language and ethnic of 22,52 and 20 items.

2) Differential funclioning items by sex of Thai language lest items had mostly causes by the interesting
content and language employing in the tests consisted of the characteristics of the tests which expressed from
interest and employing language with idioms and vocabularies. Social studies. religion, and culture test items had
causes by the contents of interesting and culture consisted of the characteristics of the tests with interesting content
and the contents involving culture of test takers.

3" Differential functioning items by language of Thai language test item had mostly causes by the contents
of interesting and tanguage employing in the tests consisted of' the characteristics of the tests which expressed from
interest and employing specific vocabularies such as royal vocabularies. Social studies, religion, and culture test item
had caused . y the nontents of the interesting and culture consisted of items which expressed from interest such as
geography and Tha cultural content.

4) Differential functioning items by ethmic of Thai language tests had mostly causes by the contents ot
interesting and language employing in the test consisted of the characteristics of test which expressed from mterest
and employing roya! vocabulanes or expressing difficuit vocabularies. Social studies, religion. and cuiture test items

had causes by the contents of interest as well as cufture and tradition.
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