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## 4380901022 : MAJOR HISTORY

KEYWORD : THE RIGHTS OF THE THAI PEOPLE
KANITHA CHITCHANG: THE RIGHTS OF THAI PEOPLE TO LAND USE AND
LAND OWNERSHIP 1901-1925 : A CASE STUDY OF THE LOWER CHAOPHRAYA
BASIN. THESIS ADVISOR: SUNAIT CHUTINTARANOND, Ph.D., THESIS
COADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. DHIDA SARAYA, Ph.D.,175 pp. ISBN 974-17-7070-7.

This thesis studies the rights of Thai people to land use and land ownership in the area of
the Lower Chaophraya Basin, an area including the provinces of Bangkok, Nonthaburi,
Ayutthaya, Saraburi, Lopburi, Ang Thong, Singburi, Pathum Thani, Nakhon Nayok,
Samutprakan, Nakhon Pathom, and Ratchaburi. Thai people in this area had de facto rights to
land use and land ownership from the Ayutthaya period down to the Ratanakosin period before
the enforcement of the law on land registration of R.S.120 (1901). This was because these rights
were based on the principle that working the land gave a person rights to ownership without
having to purchase the piece of land concerned. But these people would have to share the
benefits from the land with the state through payment of taxes. At the same time, Thai people’s
rights to land use and land ownership also depended upon the structure of the manpower control
(or munnai-phrai) system.

When the circumstances of land use changed, because of increased growing of cash
crops, especially rice, the value of land rose in economic and monetary terms. This led to the
state becoming more concerned with issues of land ownership rather than manpower control. The
monetary value of land made it an economic asset. The state tried to control the land directly in
many ways, such as through direct control over ethnic groups, reform of the taxation system (tax
farming), and finally the passing of the law on land registration. Although the state tried to
reform the practice of land use and land ownership, emphasising the legality of documents,
especially between 1901 and 1925, the “modemising” period studied in this thesis, it still paid
heed to the age-old principles of land use leading to ownership rights.
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