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This study attempts to explain the reasons behind the ineffectiveness of the implementation of
community rights concept in community resource management despite recognized by the 1997 Constitution. The study is
a documentary research based on the review of prominent cases of conflicts over the application of cormmunity rights
concept. The hypothesis of the study is that the reason why community rights is not cffectively impiemented at the
present time is based on the prevailing state power over the management of natural resources and the influence of neo-
liberal idea of development. The concepts of rights, empowerment, and political ecology are used to provide an
analytical framework The study finds that community rights are used in two different situations. It is applied
comprehensively for the pract_icc of traditional resources management where the community is closely linked to the
common ground resources such as the community forest. In another situation community rights are referred to the right
to negouiate with the state and the corporate. This latter situation does not clearly confined to the physical space or
traditional practices of the communivy but is seen as the rights to participation and to local determinaiion against big
development schemes designated to be located in the vicinity of iocal communities.

The application of community rights concepts are constrained by intense use of the state authority in
natural resource management where it appears high competition of utilization and conservation such as the forest reserve;
and by the acceleration of neo-liberal economic development such as the large scale projects. These constrains are
conflicts in both ideology and practicality.

The effectiveness of the implementation of community rights concepts relies on the fulfillment of
decentralization, information accessibility and people’s participation in decision-making process in environment and

natural resources management.



