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The objectives of this research were to study: 1) some socio-economic backgrounds of
forest village committee members in Dongsituan Area, 2) reception of extension service and
opinions toward the management of production forest of the members, 3) participation in
management of production forest of the members, 4) comparison on participation in management
production forest of the members based on selected socio-economic backgrounds of the members.
The study sample was 195 forest village committee members who were randomly selected from
39 villages in 2 districts, Song Korn and Tha Bungthong, in Savannakhet Province of Lao PDR.
The data were collected by using interview schedules during May-October, 2007 and analyzed by
the Statistical Package for Social Sciences Program (SPSS for Windows) to determine frequency,
percentage, arithmetic mean, minimum, maximum, t-test and F-test.

The results showed that the forest village committee members had average age of 48.5
years old, majority were married, half were finished at primary school and lower, almost all of
them were farmers, average household size was 6.0 persons, with 4.5 persons in labour forces.
They had been the committee members for the average of 3.9 years, almost all of them had their
own land with average land size of 18.3 rai (6.25 Rai =1 hectare), received state salary for the
average of 15,400 Kip per month (8,450 Kip = 1U.S.dollar) and their average household income
was 11,319,820.5 Kip per year.

The members received extension service from forestry officers in many methods such as
workshops, meetings, and printed materials, but the members received a small number of study
tours. The main problem of their operation was lacking nursery for seedling preparation. It was

found that the members had several channels in obtaining information on forest management.
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Regarding their opinions toward participation in production forest management in 4
aspects, it was found that: 1) problem identification aspect with 3 items, paticipated in at the high
level for all 3 items; 2) planning aspect with 2 items, paticipated in at the high level for all 2
items; 3) implementation aspects with 18 items, paticipated in at the high level for 11 items, at the
low level for 2 items, and at the none level for 5 items; and 4) monitoring and evaluation aspect
with 4 items, paticipated in at the high level for 3 items, and at the low level for 1 items.

It was found that all of the committee members received benefits from their participation
in production forest management, such as catching small animals, using wood for making
agricultural tools, and collecting mushroom and bamboo shoot.

The opinions of the committee members toward their participation in the production
forest management on 30 items were compared based on their age, educational level, size of land
holding, total household income, frequency of knowledge transfer on production forest received.
It was found statistically significant differences in certain numbers of items according to their
basic backgrounds as follows; age for 12 items, educational level for 10 items, size of land
holding for 2 items, total household income for 4 items, and frequency of knowledge transfer on
production forest received for 10 items.

The recommendations from this study are: 1) the committee members should be
encouraged to have more involvement in caring for newly planted trees and activities on forest
protection, 2) more study tours should be provided for the committee members, 3) a nursery for
seedling preparation should be built at each village, and 4) the committee members with not more
than 45 years of age and having land holding size not more than 10 Rai should be encouraged to

have more participation in the activities of production forest management.





