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Thailand has an abundance of diverse plants and many of them have been used as herbal medicinal
product , However , there are many problems in Thai herbal industry.

The objectives of this research are to study the basic knowledge and attitude towards herbal medicinal
products as well as problems and proposed countermeasures among farmers , manufacturers and end user. The
sampling populations included 100 farmers ,177 medical personnel,14manufactures and 1,475 general Thai
herbal users of various ages via questionnaires. In addition,direct interviews with academics in herbal medicinal
products(18 persons)and science specialists (25 persons) as well as persons involved in the herbal business (8
persons)were also done. Furthermore, the researcher also conducted in small seminar among the herbal
medicinal experts twice in order to gain in sight thought and how to cope with problems regarding the herbal
usage and promotion as well as exchanging their views and knowledge.

There were four data forms for each sampling population Data form usually contained some simple
items such as age ,gender ,education ,income ,occupation ,efc. Others were specific factors regarding the
knowledge and attitude towards herbal medicinal products. Most of these questionnaires were a set of multiple-
choice responses. Data collected in this study were encoded onto the field data form then transferred to
Microsoft Excel for further analysis. A chi-square test, percentage, means, standard deviation were used for
statistical results in addition to simple frequency counts on all variable.

The results revealed that the majority of general population and medical personnel had positive
attitude towards herbal medicinal products but needed more information and scienctific evidence for the
product safety. The farmers , however , required market information as well as price assurance for their
products. The manufacturers needed more flexibility and supports from the government regarding product
registration. The academic and herbal experts all agreed that the government should provide more assistance
regarding the basic researches and financial supports towards farmers and manufacturers in order to meet the

international standard of safety which inturn will benefit the country economic.



