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ABSTRACT

TE 164693
The purpose of the present study was to develop emotional-mental and social readiness
assessment inventories for early childhood students, aged 4-5 years old, using play activities as a
medium for observing their behavior in authentic performance assessment. The target group was
consisted of 51 kindergarten students in Khon Kaen University’s Demonstration School during the 2002
academic year and the first semester of 2003 academic year, comprising of 28 male and 23 female
students. The study took place during the months of July 2002 to September of 2003 and was conducted in

the following 4 phases:

Phase I: A Feasibility for the Research and Development : The present researcher studied the
theoretical concept of Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligence , Peter Salovey Emotional Intelligence
and Rouven Bar-On and James D. A. Parker’s Emotion Quotient Theories. He had also studied the
practicél conceptual framework derived from the Private Education Committee, the National Board of
Primary Education Committee and Khon Kaen University Demonstration School, kindergarten level. At
this phase, the researcher relied on experts for the selection and verification of construct validity of the
traits and factors of emotional-mental and social readiness. Altogether 3 factors of self-help,
interpersonal relationship and morality had been selected. Within these 3 factors 10 traits were further
verified, i.e., responsibility, self-discipline, capability for waiting, self-control, joviality, the ability to
lead as well as to follow, playing and working with other people, honesty, helpfulness and forgiveness.
At the same time, the kindergarten teachers helped select play activities which were subsequently
examined by experts. Altogether 9 play activities were adopted. These included rhythmic movement, a
folk game (the Mons hiding a piece of cloth), block corner, art corner, education games corner,
dressing-up corner, show corner, story corner and role-playing. Following that field works were carried
out with a prescribed working hypothesis that the emotional-mental and social readiness assessment
inventories to be developed contained convergent validity and inter-rater reliability and were efficiently
for practical purposes.

Phase 1I: A Process of Developing a Prototype of a Behavioral Checklist. Each play activity was
organized twice for specifying a framework for observing responding behavior, analyzing and classifying
them according to emotional-mental and social readiness traits and factors so as to develop a prototype

of a behavioral checklist and a handbook for organizing play activities.
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Phase III: A Process of Developing a Draft of Assessment Inventories: Each play was again
organized twice. Additional responding behavior were observed , analyzed and categoried into the
signified traits and factors under studied. The draft of assessment inventories were submitted to experts
for rating the importance of each traits. The results of rating were then used as criteria for development of
wholistic and analytic rubrics.

Phase 1V: A Process of Developing a Final Form of Assessment Inventories: Each play was
repeatedly organized twice. Details of observed additional responding behavior were analyzed and
classified according to traits and factors appeared in the draft form. The completed draft was assessed for
convergent validity by means of the monotrait-heteromethod. After that the researcher examined the
inter-rater reliability between himself and the home room teacher. The practicality of the developed
assessment inventories was determined and a manual was prepared.

Resulting of this R&D were 9 sets of emotional-mental and social readiness assessment
inventories. Each set was consisted of a behavioral assessment checklist, wholistic and analytic rubrics
with 5 levels of quality, i.e., the 5-star, 4-star, 3-star, 2-star and 1-star levels. As regards the guality
of these assessment inventories, they showed convergent validity. Each child’s behavior in each of
emotional-mental and social readiness trait which he/she displayed while engaging in play activities was
consistent with his/her behavior which had been assessed through observations in other situations,
interviews with home room teachers and parents, student’s development report and the “guessing who”
technique. The consistency of inter-rater reliability ranged from 92% to 98% for the behavioral
checklist in assessment inventories. And 100 % of concistence for rubrics rating. As for the practicality
of these developed inventories, it was found that teachers were satisfied with the systematic and usability
of the authentic assessment process since these inventories had also been developed for used on the
computers for greater convenience.

The significant finding showed that 7 traits of early childhood student’s behavior can be distinctly
assessed by utilizing play activities : the traits of “responsibility” by utilizing “the art corner” , “self-
discipline”, “capability for waiting” and “joviality” by utilizing “the folk game of the Mon hiding a
piece of cloth” , “the ability to lead and to follow” by utilizing “the show corner”, “working and playing
with other people” by utilizing “role-playing” and “honesty” by utilizing “block corner”. However, the
students did not show distinctly the traits of “self-control”, “helpfuiness” and “forgiveness” while
engaging in play activities. When the readiness factors were scrutinized, it was found that play activities
could be used for assessing only two factors of self-help and interpersonal relationship. Furthermore,
play activities could not fully induce behavior that show morality factor. However, when the divergence
of play activities was examined, it was found that the folk game of “the Mon hiding a piece of cloth”,
the block corner and role-playing could be used as a medium for assessing more readiness factors than

other play activities.





