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KUSUMA SOOMMAT : THE MODIFICATION OF BUDDHIST TEMPLES’ NAMES IN
ROI ET PROVINCE. ASSOC. PROF. SUWATTANA LIAMPRAWAT. 156 pp.

This thesis aims to study the Buddhist temples’ names and their modification in
Roi Et Province by focusing on the language used, meanings, and word formation as
well as factors and values revealed by the modification of temples’ names. Data for
the analysis comes from 714 temples’ former names and modified names. After
applying the lexeme analysis in which the temples’ former names and modified names
are compared, it is found that with respect to the language used, more specifically,
the number of syllables, there are three kinds of modification: modification by which
the number of syllables increases, modification by which the number of syllables
remain unchanged, and modification in which the number of syllables decreases. With
respect to the sources of language used, it is found that most of the former names
originated from Thai while modified names are from Pali-Sanskrit. With respect to
meaning, there are two kinds of changes: those in which some element are added
and those in which some element are deleted. For the former, meaning is related
either to prosperity and goodness, or people and kinship. For the later, meaning is
either related to communities and livings areas or plants and animals. Moreover,
meaning change is either the process by which the new meaning is similar to the old
one or the process by which the new meaning is different from the old one. With
respect to patterns of word formation, the patterns most found is that which the head
without a modifier is changed into the head with its modifier. While the head without
a modifier is largely the name of the village, the meaning of a head with its modifier
is associated with either communities and livings areas or people and kinship. With
respect to factors causing the modification of temples’ names, there are two kinds of
factors: factors related to values and social factors. The factors revealed by the
modification of temples’ names in Roi Et are values related to Pali-Sanskrit,
auspiciousness, clear mindedness, and cooperation.
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