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ABSTRACT 2 1 7 8 4 8

The objectives of this research were to study the ethnic identity construction of the
Viefnamese Thai in Ban Na Jok, Tambon Nongyat, Amphoe Muang, Changwat Nakhonphanom.
The study employed various methods including documentary and field researches, such as
in-dept interviewing, participatory and non- participatory observervation. Data were
presented by analysis description.

The research findings found that the Vietnamese Thai at Ban Na Jok, Central Vietnam,
escaped the starvation during drought and French domination in Vietnam. Therefore, the
Vietnamese immigrated to settle down in the North-eastern Region of Thailand. Ban Na Jok
Village was set up before 1998 by the ancient Vietnamese people. The shrines were built in the
village to be used in religious ceremonies of the Maha Yan Sect of Buddhism . Tran Hung Dao
and Ho Chi Minh were respected by Vietnamese Thai as heroes. Besides the old Vietnamese
Thai people in the village, it was found that modern Vietnamese Thai people have recently
immigrated and resided in the village as well.

For the construction and maintenance of ethnic identity, the study found that the
Vietnamese Thai reconstructed their ethnic identity from the bases of culture and history. The
culture has been reflected in Vietnamese language, Vietnamese dresses, folk songs, and
worship of Tran Hung Dao and Ho Chi Minh. The ethnic and loyalty have been emphasized,
and transmitted through various ceremonies in the Dai Vuong’s shrine of the village. This
shows that the identity reconstruction and definition has been adapted to fit the socio-

political and economic context of Thailand.

Finally, the Thai-Vietnamese identity of the Thai-Viethamese which were
reconstructed through the internal and external forces has shown to be multiple, adapted
and changed through times. Based on these changing multiple nature of identities,

the presentation of Thai-Vietnamese in the public has been various.





