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The research entitled “Mass Media and Modification of Shadow Puppets ‘Nung Ta Loong’ ”
aims to study the modification of Shadow Puppets, Nung Ta Loong, to the éunent circumstance
where there is interference from mass media by analyzing the negotiating strategies Nung Ta Loong
performer (Nai Nung) used to maintain their business. The field rescarch has been conducted in 4
provinces in the South of Thailand — Phattalung, Songkha, Trung, and Nakornsrithammarat — where
Nung Ta Loong was originated and are mostly found. Field survey and Field Observation, Depth
Interview, and a cultural text Analysis were used as tool of data collection with 3 sample groups - Nai

Nung, academicians, and audiences.

The study found Nai Nung has developed different approaches that allow them to suit the
demand of changing local audiences. Nai Nung have adjusted the presenting technique of
performance from telling novel (Ramakien) story to talk show adding real life and current news as
well as humorous anecdote to show. Classical Thai music is replaced with popular folk song. Poetic
verse is less in usage and most stories now use a lot of normal dialogue for most of the performance.
The traditional theater is changed to instant stage. These changes are well accepted by the andiences.
However, some of the old traditions are still remained. Ritual practices such as Wai Kru ceremony
(showing of true respect to teachers) is commonly practicing. The original style of puppets and

southern dialect are still being used by performers.

it could be concluded that Nai Nung uses “Addition approaches” adding the new style of

entertainment techniques white some original practices are still reserved. How much the show can be
adapted depends upon Nai Nung’s ability and experience. The more modification is made to serve the

modem mass media, the more popular Nung Ta Loong will gain from audiences





