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The purpose of this research is to study the key developments and presentation
styles of Thai realist television dramas, influenced by Thai traditional performing arts,

with muitiple methodologies, namely, textual analysis and in-depth interview.

The research found that Thai realist television dramas have a mixture of both
representation and presentation styles. Although their contents are intended to address
social issues, yet they still bring about a hint of romantic and comedy to ease the mind
of the audiences. As a result, the characters created for TV dramas have to consist of
both round and flat characters. The flat characters serve as an entertainment; therefore
exaggerated acting is the way to create amusement. Moreover casting also has to
emphasize on the appropriateness of the characteristic, including the popularity and
attractive appearance of an actor. Art direction styles are not based only on realistic
aspects, but beauty and communicative functions are also important. in addition,
instead of plain narration, Thai realist TV dramas use visual and audio techniques to

stimulate involvement among audiences.
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