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The study on “Aesthetic Concept of Performing Arts in Erotic Scenes of Thai Movies” is a qualitative
research. The objectives are to examine the stream of critism on sexual content or erotic scenes in Thai films,
including the aesthetic concept of performing arts in erotic scenes as perceived by audience and
filmmakers. The 4 Thai films selected for the purpose of this study are Jan Dara, Kunpaen, Mae Bia and Krai
Tnong. The conceptuai framework includes general knowledge about eroticism and sex, Natayasatra and
Kamasutra, the guidelines for appropriate presentation of sexual scenes and the audience theory. In
collecting the data, a group discussion is conducted in which the film audience are classified into 3 groups,
i.e. 18-28 years old, 29-39 years old and over 40 years oid. In addition, in-depth interviews with film critics

anc filmmakers are also used to abtain the required data.

The findings of the research are as follows. The presentation of sexual content and erotic scenes
has been a partinent features of Thai films for quite some time. The stream of criticism has been on the
negative, rather than positive side. As regards the aesthetic concept of performing arts in erotic scenes of
Thea: movies, it is tound that 1. Nowaday Thai films are improved both in volume and production standard
anc definitely featured more erotic scenes, though not too outrageous. The majority of them are made for
marxeting purposes. 2. The appropriateness of presentation depends upon the intention of the filmmakers,
the level of social acceptance and the personal taste of the audience. 3. In the future |, it is expected that
The films will contain more erotic scenes and the level of eroticism is expected to increase. However, the
comparnson between the audience's attitudes towards the appropriateness of erotic scene and the
filmmakers' attitudes towards the form and objective of erotic scenes in all 4 films, it is found that the
fimmakers have justified reasons in so doing but the majority of the audience fail to perceive those reasons.
To them, erotic scenes are used as “selling points”. For further studies, it is recommended that hostorical
approach and study of sexual concept in Thai society should be pursued from available imaginative media.
Researchers should bring in quantitative research method or a combined methodology in order to obtain

more profound data.



