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This thesis is a study of the concept of aesthetics in the Natyagastra. The
Natyasastra concerns the creation and appreciation of sansakrit drama. The process of
dramatic appreciation in the Nﬁgyaéé"stra depends on the concepts of Bhiava and Rasa.
Bhava, the artist’s emotion communicated to others through the work of arts. This emotion
may be actually felt by the artist while he is creating his work, or may just be imagined by
him. This is because, according to the Natyadastra, Bhava is not the same as Rasa. Rasa
cannot be borne in the mind by itself, but emerge as the result activated by Bhava. But
Bhava can be imagined. When the spectator contemplates a work of art, Bhava which the
artist put into the work of art will evoke the feeling (Rasa) in the spectator’s mind and bring
pleasure to him. The process of evocation of Rasa is both the process and definition of art

in the view of the Natyasastra.
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