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This report is a part of a research project title “The Capacity Building of Local
Government and Community Organization to Develop Social Capital and Use Social Capital for
Poverty Reduction.” with duration of two years. The objective of the first year of project is to
study and identify the state of being of social capital of the Tambon Administrative
Organization — TAO. Four TAO were selected as the target of this study, including Ban Dong,
Uborat District of Khon Kaen Province, Pang Deang, Dong Luang District of Mukdaharn
Province, Yang Kham, Pon Sai District of Roi-Et Province, and Leoi Wang Sai, Puluang District
of Leoi Province. In order to achieve this aim, Participatory Action Research was employed, and
findings are summarized below.

The physical capital of the study sites which are comprised of geographical aspect,
cultivate land, and common/natural resources such as forests and water resources are remained
and continued to play its role in supporting livings of local. However, it is found that physical
capital has been utilized in a number of ways, resulting in the deterioration of this type of
resource. Similarly, people in the study sites obtained primary up to lower secondary education.
Scores of the population migrate to work outside, resulting in the state of human capital of the
study site. Although there has been rapid social and economic change, tradition practices,
especially that associated with heet sip song kong sip si (twelve rule of conduct) continue to
prevail. This indicates a good stock of cultural capital. In respect with economy and occupation, it
is found that villagers are not earning their living entirely from farming. They take a number of
occupations along with agriculture. More importantly, monetary capital has been increasingly
playing it role in the diversification of occupation, as financial capital is necessary for investing in
both agriculture and non-agricultural occupations. As a result, villagers have been growing
chronic indebtedness. This study recommends that the set of tools to evaluate social capital that
are casy of using must be developed for (e TAO, in order to enhance the ability of the TAO to

employ social capital in their development projects.





