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The purposes of this study were to develop an instructional model to enhanc_e nursing

process competency and critical thinking skills, and to compare nursing process competency and
critical thinking skills of the experimental group with those of a control group. The reséarch
procedure comprised two phases.vIn phase 1, the instructional model was developed and verified
through Kemmist & McTaggart’s Action Research techniques. The sample groups were
comprised of eight second-year nursing students from the Faculty of Nursing at Khon Kaen
University. The results of the study signified that the developed instructional model consists of
the following components: 1) goal; 2) principles; 3) instructional procedure; 4) support system;
5) social system and 6) principles of reaction. The instructional procedure focused on two steps as
follows: 1) enhancing competency of nursing knowledge through the steps of reviewing related
knowledge, establishing intellectual éonﬂict, and constructing new knowledge, 2) enhancing
nursing process competency and critical thinking skills through group cooperativle-thinking‘
practice and scaffolding. In phase 2, the nursing process competency and critical thinking skills
of the experimental group and the control group were compared using the Randomized Control
Group Posttest Design. Both the control group and the experimental group were comprised of 16
third-year nursing students. The findings of the study indicated that the nursing process
competency and critical thinking skills of the students in the experimental group improved
significantly over those of the students in the control group as demonstrated by higher scores in

the post-test (p< 0.05).





