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Conditional Sentences 

Forming Conditional Sentences :   Conditional sentences have two clauses:  
   

Dependent Clause  Independent Clause 

"If" Clause  "Result" Clause 

Condition  Result 

If you stay in the sun too long,  you will get sunburned! 

If you study hard and practice a lot, your English will improve. 

Rules to Remember! 

The clauses can be reversed. If the dependent (If) clause comes first in the sentence, you 
must separate them with a comma. You shouldn't use a comma if the independent clause 
comes first. 

You will get sunburned if you stay in the sun too long! 

You'll get sick if you drink too much whiskey. 

Your English will improve if you study hard and practice a lot. 

The difference in meaning between the first pattern and the second, if there is 
one, is in the statement's intent. 

Specific Warning: If you stay up too late, you'll be really tired tomorrow. 

General Statement:  You'll be really tired tomorrow if you stay up too late. 

Verb Forms with Real (Factual) conditions:     

If clause=present tense  Result clause=future tense 
If you eat too much ice cream, you'll get sick. 
If Betsy needs help,  she will call us. 

ที่มา http://www.tillyer.net/GLOW/fsi096.htm 
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