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Pitchanun Doungkhamsawat 2008: Impact of Free Trade Policy and Food Safety Policy on Thai
Major Agricultural Commodity Export. Master of Science (Agricultural Economics), Major Field:
Agricultural Economics, Department of Agricultural and Resources Economics. Thesis Advisor:

Assistant Professor Boonjit Titapiwatanakun, Ph.D 132 pages.

At present, international market has become highly competitive. Since the World Trade
Organization (WTQ) had been established, its common agreement has led to more free trade in agricultural
product. Thailand, being one of major agricultural commodity exporters in world trade, has been affected by
such increasing competition. However, Thailand implemented food safety policy and measures to upgrade
quality of agricultural products in order to increase exporting ability. Therefore the aims of the study are to
investigate impacts of free trade under the agreement of WTO and food safety policy on Thai major

agricultural commodity export.

The analysis of WTO free trade agreements’ effect on rice, it was found there was an increasing
quantity demanded for export after WTO. This was due to the specific quality standard Thai rice that enabled
Thailand to maintain its markets among rival countries which unable to reach the standard. In contrast, due to
indistinctive quality of sticky rice flour, rice flour, frozen shrimp and frozen chickens from competitors and
also the high cost of production caused a decrease in quantity demanded for export. Moreover, Thailand faced
problems on sanitary and phytosanitary measures imposed by importing countries which has been one major

obstacle of Thai agricultural exports.

The study of effect of food safety policy found that quantity demanded for export of rice, sticky rice
flour, rice flour and frozen shrimp were increased while only that of the frozen chicken was adversely
decreased. The decrease of frozen chicken export was due to bird flu epidemic rather than the implementation
of food safety policy. Therefore, it is recommended that food safety policy should be continuously promoted
and implemented so as to increase the competitiveness of Thai agricultural commodity export in the world

market.
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