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Assistant Professor Boonjit Titapiwatanakun, Ph.D. 197 pages.

Processed agricultural products play an important role in developing Thai economy. However, Thai
major processed agricultural products have to face the problems and challenges of international competitiveness
in exporting and to comply with regulations of importing countries given by the free trade agreement under
World Trade Organization. Furthermore, Thai Government declared the year 2004 as “Thailand’s Food safety
year”. For the above reasons, here is the discussion on impacts of free trade agreement and food safety policies
on exports of Thai major processed agricultural products. The objectives of this research are: 1) To overview the
Thai government’s policies both on free trade and food safety policies related to processes of major processed
agricultural products; 2) To analyze on effects of food safety policies on food processing industries; and 3) To
analyze effects of free trade policies and food safety policies on the exports of Thai major processed agricultural

products.

The analysis of industrial structure of fishery product processing and vegetable-fruit products
processing using market share, concentration ratio (CR) and Herfindahl Index (HI) method showed that large
firms dominated in both processing industries with market share of 85 and 87 percent, respectively and the
estimated CR and HI also indicated highly concentration level. However, the implementation of food safety
policies had no impacts on reduction of concentration level in both industries. The results of analysis on quantity
exports of Thai major processed agricultural products (e.g. canned tuna, canned baby corn and canned
pineapple) using multiplying regression model with ordinary least square method indicated that the
implementation of free trade policies under commitments of WTO in 1995, had increased quantity demand for
exports of canned tuna and canned pineapple but reduced quantity demand for exports of canned baby corn.
Although the effects of the adoption of the food safety policy on quantity demand for exports of the 3 major
products were not significant statistically, there were tendency of increasing quantity demand for exports of

these products.

The study suggested that the government should give a continuously high attention in food safety
policies and enhancing small and medium business firms’ management efficiency in production and processing

in accordance with the policy of food safety.
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