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PRAMAHA PRACHAK PANALAI: THE TRANSMISSION OF FOLK, CUSTOMS
BELIEFS AND RITUAL WISDOM BY "MOR SEN RUEN" AMONG THE THAI SONG DAM
COMMUNITY OF MUANG DISTRICT IN CHUMPHON PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISORS: THESIS
ADVISORS: ASST.PROF. MANEEWAN PEWNIM, Ph.D. AND LECT. THIRASAK UNAROMLERT
Ph.D., 230 pp.

The objectives of this study are: 1) To study the status and roles of Mor Sen Ruen
in the transmission of local beliefs, customs and ritual wisdom of the Thai Song Dam people
in Muang district of Chumphon Province; 2) To study the learning and transmission process of
such local wisdom through Mor Sen Ruen; 3) To study the continuity and changes of the
transmission process of such wisdoms through Mor Sen in this community. The research data
were collected from five key informant groups: abbots of the local Buddhist temples,
community leaders, Mor Sen (Thai Song Dam’s ritual specialists), the elderly, and staff of
government units in the three Thai Song Dam villages under study. The qualitative research
methodologies employed are: in-depth interview based on structured and non-structured
interview questions and participant observation. The major research tool in this study is the
researcher. Content analysis was employed to analyze documentary data while comparative
data induction and classification analyses were employed to analyze fieldwork data. The
research findings are:

1. Mor Sen Ruen’s status and roles related to the transmission of folk wisdoms.
There are two groups of Mor Sen Ruen in Chumphon Province, Mor Sen Ruen of the Phu
Thao (noble) and Phu Noi (commoner) statuses. All Mor Sen Ruen are males who are mainly
married and are over 30 years of age. The roles of each group of Mor Sen Ruen are
determined by their respective status. Mor Sen Ruen of Phu Thao status officiate rituals for
people of noble class while Mor Sen Ruen of Phu Noi status officiate rituals for people of
commoner class only. At present, the differentiation of Thai Song Dam people into two
classes is found exclusively in ritual and ancestor worship contexts. Mor Sen Ruen are
respected for their knowledge and expertise in Sen Ruen ritual.

2. Learning and transmission process of folk wisdom through Mor Sen Ruen. The
study found that this process is conducted through two channels. A) Training of Mor Sen
Ruen ritual specialists whose suitability is determined by their gender, age, occupation and
social class. This is a direct channel of transmission through oral indoctrination and on-the-job
training. Mor Sen Ruen apprentices will accompany their mentors to different ritual functions
in order to observe, assist and practice their skills under the supervision of the mentors who
will monitor and assess the apprentices’ progress. The training process is completed when
the mentors present their apprentices with a mentor shrine and Mor Sen Ruen ritual robe. B)
Transmission of Thai Song Dam beliefs, customs and ritual wisdom to the general population
through the process of ritual preparation and participation. This is an indirect channel of
transmission through oral explanation and participant observation.

3. Continuity and changes of folk wisdom transmission through Mor Sen Ruen.
The study found that although there are Mor Sen Ruen in all three villages, the number of
interested people who want to carry on this ritual expertise has declined. Other changes are
fewer numbers of ritual functions due to high expenses, less participation due to work
commitment for adults and school attendance for children, participants wearing more modern
clothes, and a decline of Thai Song Dam language reading and writing skills among Mor Sen
Ruen. Conviction in Thai Song Dam cultural values and teachings of local experts in folk
beliefs and customs are significant factors for the continuity of folk wisdom. Factors for the
changes are economic changes, level of personal interest, introduction of formal education,
and outside culture.

Department Education Foundation, Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2008
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