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ABSTRACT
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This participatory action research was conducted to develop the role of Tambon Administration
Organization (TAO) in solving malnutrition in primaryschool students and to promote participatory role of
people organization, including teachers, public health officers, and parents of students who had malnutrition.
The study involved members of TAO, public health volunteers, village committee, school administrators,
teachers, public health officers, and parents of students who had malnutrition in Tambon Non Sa-Ad. This study
was carried out from October, 2003 to September, 2004. The data were collected and analyzed by qualitative
method.

The results revealed that the development of TAO by providing them the knowledge and awareness of
important of malnutrition problem in students and public participation. These helped all stake holders had better
understanding of malnutrition problem in students. After Chairman of TAO set up a  workshop, the ad hoc
committee had been set up to solve the problem. Member of TAO, teachers and health volunteers visited
malnourished students and informed their parents. With collaboration among school, primary care unit and
villages, monthly report on students' weight and the results of malnutrition solving were sent to TAO.
Evaluation and monitoring committee followed up on the progress and identified clear target areas.. School
lunch program had been carried out and evaluated monthly. From second month of the operation, malnutrition
situation had clearly improved. At sixth month, only 9 students out of 23 still have malnutrition.

The success and sustain of the work would depend on the natural leader, Chairman of TAO and
Secretary of TAO who were very important persons in community development. Moreover, a long-term
evaluation should be done to assess the development of TAO’s role in solving the problem of malnutrition in

students.



