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The objectives of this research were: (1) to study and analyze housing needs and
problems of the urban poor; (2) to analyze the responses and involvement of key partners in
process of housing development of the urban poor; and (3) to synthesize the housing development
for the urban poor. Participatory Action Research (PAR) was employed, and the action in this

| réseamh involved key partners, including the urban poor in three communities, Khon Kaen
.Municipality, CODI and Khon Kaen University which were seen as a way of creating dialogue,
building collaborative relationships and enhancing community empowerment. The research
involved both quantitative and qualitative, including documentary research, descriptive research,
participatory observations, group interviews and survey research.
| This study found that people had been living in three communities several years ago,
primarily for getting jobs, particularly for the railway community that a great number of migrants
moved in causing the community expanding. The results were lack of basic infrastructure, poor
environment and overpopulation. Households of the urban poor were squatters without any tenure
rights. The lands they were living on belonged to the private sector and the government (State
_Railway of Thailand (SRT) and Municipality). Therefore, the household of the urban poor in
three communities faced a great problem of housing and basic infrastructure.

Housing development for the urban poor was not welfare relationship a likely give and
take between the urban poor and the government or local government but patterns of relation
regarding housing development partnership such as community and community organization,

Municipality, local schools, and also CODI which has been supporting fund in this project. There



233778

~was the urban development committee which tended to grow accustomed to the negotiating table
of partnerships and agents dealing with those agenda with regard to background, standing point
_andits advantages in the process of urban development.

In terms of housing needs assessment, Khon Kaen’s urban poor got a problem with land
‘and house tenure security and also nonpermanent structure and lack of infrastructure in house and
cnmmunlty The urban poor needed to develop by Land Relocation (48.8 percent), Upgrading
(27.1 percent) and Reconstruction (24.2 percent). In addition, they needed public space for using
together. Therefore, housing development processes have to provide physical features and also
socio-cultural factors.

Heuéing development or responsive development for the urban poor has to consider
~along with household resource base and disposal. However, the urban poor have a limit in terms
of materialistic resources (Low income and insecurity). Their urban livelihoods make use of
_human resources which are housing development with materialistic resources which bring
household insecurity and vulnerability. Therefore, housing development has to build “public
resources” in terms of saving group, cooperative mind, housing development participation,
organization with dignity of potential groups as in operations research, and good leadership.

The suggestions: the urban poor should adjust their lifestyles from being “the receivers”
to “the builders” of their own housing, with self-dependence and spirit for strengthening their
livelihoods. About community organizations after official transforming into cooperatives, they
should form the follow-up system for internal and external evaluations to stabilize their
performances, acting as a shield to prevent any likely fraudulence. Defining the term “housing” is
part of a more fundamental shift in devclopmeni thinking, It is a shift from agencies of “housing
as a product” to “housing as a process” which will bring sustainable development of the urban

poor housing.





