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ABSTRACT
171801

The purposes of the research were 1) to develop English reading and writing skills for
communication of Mathayom Suksa I (grade 7) students using Cooperative Integrated Reading
and Composition (CIRC) and Authentic Assessment and 2) to investigate the students’
opinions about the instructional activities organized for teaching English reading and writing
skills for communication using Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC) Model
and Authentic Assessment.

The target group consisted of 24 grade 7 students in Ban Tungwang School under
Burirum Office of Education, Zone 4, Satuk District, Burirum Province.

Five groups of tools were employed for the study. The first group of research tools
consisted of lesson plans based on the CIRC Model. The second group consisted of authentic
assessment tools to be used while instructional activities were going on. These included a
reading skill assessment form, a writing skill assessment form, a group performance assessment
form, a studying behavior assessment form, a group-working behavior assessment form, a
group-working form, self-assessment form and portfolios.  The third group of tools for
assessing the students’ progress in reading and writing skills included quizzes, a reading and
writing skills test and a silent reading and writing progress test. The fourth group of tools for
summing up the result of the development of reading and writing skills included a reading skill
performance test and a silent-reading and writing skill performance test. The fifth group of
reflective tools included a teacher’s teaching behavior observation form, a student’s studying
behavior observation form, a teacher’s note on teaching experience form, a student interview
form, a questionnaire to elicit the students’ opinions about instructional activities using

Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC) Model.
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The study employed action research procedure comprising of three action spirals. The
collected data were analyzed by means of percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation.
Results of the analysis were presented in a form of summing-up descriptive report.

The findings:

1. The development of communicative English reading and writing skills based on the
CIRC Model comprises of 3 steps of 1) the introduction of English content and language skills
to the class, 2) the small-group/reading-group activities, and 3) the measurement. Learning
activities take place in parallel with authentic assessment which result in the continuous
development in the students’ reading and writing skills. This is testified by the fact that 21 or
87.50% of the students made satisfactory scores on the test ranging from “good” to “very
good” levels. They also made a remarkable mean score of 80.57% on a test on silent reading
and composition which was higher than the prescribed criterion of 709%.

2. The students expressed a “highest” level of agreeable opinion in favor of the CIRC
Model and authentic assessment on every aspect, i.. the studying method, the knowledge

gained from the activities, the learning atmosphere, and the teaching model.





