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The aim of this thesis is to study patterns of immigration and trade together
with the process of adaptation of the Indian cloth merchants within Thai society
during 1857-1947 A.D. The main focus is on the formation of trading networks
among the Indian cloth merchants, both within and outside Thai society.

The result of this study shows that the development of trading networks
among the Indian cloth merchants can be divided into three periods: the formative
period, the expansion period and the period of adaptation. In the initial stage, Indian
cloth merchants who were active, were the groups of Indian Muslim merchants from
the West and the South of India. Merchants from the South catered for an urban
market and for specific cliental group. For this reason, they created an in-group
trading link which did not extend towards other Indian merchants or those of other
nationalities. This is different from Western Indian cloth merchants who traded with
the general public. They had to extend their trading network. Since the number of
Indian merchants was still small at that time, they had to form a trading link with the
Chinese who took up the position of distributors. During the second period, the Indian
Muslim cloth merchants began to concentrate more on import-export business of
various goods, clothing and other kinds. Nevertheless, the coming of new groups of
Indian merchants, together with the use of “traveling salesman” who brought clothing
directly to clients enabled the Indian cloth merchants to compete with the Chinese and
still controlled substantial share of the fabric market. At the same time, the Indian
cloth merchants’ trading network continue to expand due to the increase of
population, the demand for fabric, and a low rate of import taxes which made clothing
accessibie to all groups of population. In the period of adaptation, the Indian cloth
merchants took pari in the Indian Independent Movement in this region. They were
not affected by the involvement of Thailand in the Second World War. They also had
closer relationship with the Thai government.

The Indian cloth merchants’ trading network during 1857-1947 A.D. was
characterized by mutual business interest, making it necessary to select its members.
The relationship among these merchants was made across religious sects, linking the
networks of each sect togcther in order to exchange business cooperation. This is the
foundation upon which commercial success was built.



