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Abstract
TE 155498

The purposes of the present independent study were 1) to develop child-centered
instructional activities for grade-4 “Our Community” unit in the Social Studies, Religion
and Culture learning substance, and 2) to improve the students’ learning achievement in the
unit so that 80% of them made a learning achievement score of 75% or better.

The target group was consisted of 12 grade-4 students in Ban Nongkha Glamg
Hung School, Noentorn Sub-district, Muang District, Khon Kaen Province during the
second semester of the 2003 academic year.

Three categorics of tools were employed in the study, namely 1) experimental tool
which was consisted of 9 child-centered lesson plans on “Our Community” Unit in the
Social, Religion and Culture leaming substance; 2) reflection tool which was consisted of a
learning -activity- organization observation form, a students’ lcaming behavior observation
form, a lesson-plan implementation reflection form and a student opinion forin; and 3)
learning activity evaluation tool which included end-of-spiral quizzes and a leamning
achievement test.

The study employed an action research procedure which comprised 3 spirals. In the
first spiral, instructional activities were based on lesson plans 1-3. The second spiral was
based on lesson plans 4-6, and ihe third spiral, lesson plans 7-9. At the end of each
spiral the students were given a quiz. After that the present researcher and his
co-researcher reflected on the action results by means of analyzing the collected data for
the purpose of adjusting the remaining instructional activities to be more effective.

Results of the study:

1. The child-centered instructional activities for the Social, Religion and Culture

learning substance which had been developed were consisted of the following 4 steps.
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1.1 The introduction. In this step the teacher encourages the students to
participate as much as possible in order to stimulate their interest. Student participation can
be managed in various ways such as in role playing, msweﬁng_ questions, expressing
opinions and playing games. Instructional media used in this step should be in either
concrete or semi-concrete form which can be seen or touched. They should be in the shape
of real things and of visible sizes. The students should be asked to join in the séarch for
instructional media. For instance, the students may be asked to prepare or find some media
from their homes. Asking the students to find their own media can be advantageous in that
they will become more enthusiastic about the subject.

1.2 The instruction. This is a very crucial step where child-centered
instructional activities are emphasized in order to help the students to comprehend the
lessons before proceeding to the next step of skill drilling. It is the step where the
knowledge acquired in the introduction step is linked to this instruction step. The students
are encouraged to elaborate on their knowledge or to give examples in addition to what the
teachers have already taught. The students then are asked to work together to compile what
they have learned. The present researcher chose the technique of asking questions in order
to help the students compile their knowledge they had acquired from past experiences. This
process continued on until they could draw a final conclusion about the subject content. At
this step the students had acquired a knowledge about learning process and got their works
done.

1.3 The anaiysis and conclusion. In organizing thc leaning activities for this
step, the researcher employed games, questioning, work presentation and problem~-solving
competition for rewards to encourage the students to put what they had leamed into use so
that they could comprehend better the mnatter or the conteni . It’s truly a learning process in
which the researcher and the students learn about the subject together.

1.4 The evaluation. It’s a step in which leaming activities were evaluated by
means of evaluating performance, works done by the students and learning achievement
test.

2. The students made a mean achicvement score of 86.48% which was higher than
the prescribed criterion of 75%, and 91.66% of the students passed the prescribed

achievement criterion which was also higher than the expected 8G% cf the total number of

students.



