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ABSTRACT
TE 156187

The purposes of the present study were 1) to develop child-centered instructional
activities for grade-4 “Our Province” Unit in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture
learning substance based on the CIPPA Model and co-vperative learning, and 2) to
develop the students’ learning achievement so that 80% of them made a learning
achievement score of 75% or better.

The target group was consisted of 20 grade-4 students in Ban Sapjaroen School,
Wang Chompu Sub-district, Nong Buadaeng District, Chaiyapume Province during the
second semester of the 2003 academic year.

Three categories of tools were employed in the study, namely 1) experimental tool
which was consisted of 12 child-centered lesson plans on ihe “Our Province” Unit based
on the CIPPA Model and co-operative lcaming, 2) reflection tocl which was consisted of a
learning -activity-organization observation form, a lesson-plan-implementation recording
form, a student interview form, exercises and a student-opinion expression form, and 3)
learning activity evaluation tool or a learning achievement test which had a reliability (KR
21) of 0.84.

The study employed action research procedure by Kemmis & McTaggart (1992)
which comprised 3 action spirals. In the first spiral, instructional activities were based cn
lesson plans 1-3. The second spiral was based on lesson plans 4-8 and the third spiral,
lesson plans 9-12.

Results of the study:
1. The ceveiopment of child-centered instructional activities for “Our Province”

Unit based on CIPFA Model and co-operative learning approach had an aim to let the
learners play a significant role in the learning activities. They would participate fully in the

learning activities physically, emotionally as well as socially. The activities provided an
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learning activities physically, emotionally as well as socially. The activities provided an
opportunity for the students to have interaction with people around them and their
environment. The results showed that the learners were able to summarize their learning on
their own. They have learned how to make plans for solving problems, to create works, to
put what they have leﬁmed to good use, to participate in group-working process, to
cooperate with one another in the activities in an atmosphere that encourages the students to
apply their problem-solving capacity to solve the problems of their own or of the group.
The students have become more willing to listen to one another’s opinions and learned to be
a good leader as well as a good follower. The instructional activities so developed
comprised 6 steps of 1) the introduction and review of previous learning, 2) the search for
new knowledge and linking the new knowledge with previous learning, 3) the exchange of
knowledge among group members, 4) the conclusion ard sequencing of knowledge, 5) the
display of one’s works and 6) the application of one’s knowledge to good use.

On the aspect of teaching/learning behavior, it was found that the application of
instructional activities which were based on the CIPPA Model and co-operative learning to
action research procedure had enabled the students to participate in the instructional
activities thoroughly. The students actually did the activities all by theinselves. They
engaged in discussions and exchanged ideas. They were also able to summarize the essence
of their leaming on their own. They have become more expressive and self-confident.
They have acquired problem-solving skills and become tolerant of others® opinions. They
were cager to learn and enjoyed their studies and were able to comprehend and memorize
the content very well.

On the aspect of work behavior, it was found that the students were able to work
together happily. There were work competitions among groups for which the students have
learned how to make working plans. They have learned to allocate works among
themselves which, in turn, allowed everyone a role in doing group work. They have
developed a sense of responsibility for their own actions and common good. They
participated in the discussions about the activities and exchanged their experiences which
allowed them an opportunity to appreciate one another’s feeling. In short, the students have
learned both the content and work process, were able to present their works together and to
analyze their works rationally. They were proud of their works and enjoyed creating new
pieces of work..

2. On the aspect of learning achievement, it was found that the students made a
mean achievement score of 80.22 which was higher than the prescribed criterion of 75%,
and 80% of the students passed the criterion which was the same as the prescribed 80% of

the total number of students.





