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The purposes of this research were 1) to determine the information literacy skills according to the
information literacy experts’ opinions, 2) to assess the information literacy capabilities of the primary school
students 3) to examine the factors influencing their information literacy 4) to study the instruction management
enhancing their information literacy, and 5) to develop guidelines for developing information literacy
capabilities of the primary school students in Thailand. The research methodolog_y included 3 phases. The first
phase was a qualitative research. Its sample group comprised 15 information literacy experts selected from
purposive sampling. The research tool was a guideline for in-depth interview. They were interviewed from June
to September, 2007. The second phase was a survey research. Population for this research was the primary
school students who were selected by multi-stage random sampling as the study sample for 400 students, and
201 administrators, teachers and librarians from 67 schools were interviewed from 20 May to 31 July 2008. The
research data were analyzed by simple statistics for uni-variate analysis; t-test and one-way ANOVA for bi-
variate analysis; and factor analysis, analysis of variance, and Multiple Classification Analysis for multi-variate
analysis. The third stage was a qualitative research in which 12 experts were purposively seiected. This sample
group implemented the information literacy program in the primary schools. The data were collected in the
sample group discussion held on 1 May, 2009. The findings were reported as follows:

1. Most of the information literacy experts revealed that the primary school students in Thailand had 3
information literacy skills. 1) Accessing the information: identifying the need for information; formulating
questions based on information needs; specifying a variety of potential sources of information; developing and
using successful strategies for locating information; accessing the information efficiently. 2) Evaluating the
information: analyzing the received information; explaining the obtained information; evaluating related
information needs; organizing information; and selecting appropriate information. 3) Using the information:
integrating new information into one’s own knowledge; using selected information to problem solving;
producing information and ideas in appropriate formats; and using information ethically.

2. This study found that about 50% primary school students had information literacy at high level, The
analysis of each literacy skill revealed that the students had evaluating skill at the highest level (71.9%), but

accessing skill at the lowest level (61.3%).



240273

For the standard structure of the information literacy for the primary school students in Thailand, the
factor analysis found that there were 3 components and 18 subcomponents. It was consisted of 1) accessing the
information with 7 subcomponents. 2) evaluating the information with 6 subcomponents and3) using the
information with 5 subcomponents.

3. There were 9 factors effecting information literacy of the primary school students: 1) students’
grade point averages 2) paying attention to learning behavior of students 3) parents’ acquisition of educational
media 4) the teachers understanding for the national education act 5) sizes of the primary schools 6) location of
the primary schools 7) resources in schools 8) the cooperation between teachers and librarians and9) the
influence of mass media that enhanced information literacy. These factors could explain the variation of
information literacy of the primary school students at 53.0%. and all factors led to the factor model “SFSM” of
the information literacy for the primary school students in Thailand.

4. The teaching and learning management of the primary schools hardly enhanced the students
information literacy due to several reasons. First, more than 90% of the administrators, teachers, and librarians
did not yet have clear understanding of the meaning of “information literacy,” less than 40% of them integrated
it in their instructions. Second, more than 80% of the schools did not have sufficient computers for students and
nearly 50% of them did not teach students how to use the internet. Third, less than 50% of the schools had
small collections of non-printed and electronic resources; and less than 40% of them classified and cataloged
their collections; less than 20% of them had equipments for access and automatic library system; and less than
5% of them had the staffs who held library degrees. Fourth, more than 85% of the primary school educators
realized the importance of and put the emphasis on developing physical structure of the libraries rather than the
actual implementation of the students’ information literacy. Fiﬂh, in less than 50% of the schools, their
teachers and librarians cooperatively planned and evaluated the library instruction; less than 30% of the schools
cooperated with private and government agencies in reading promotion activities.

5) The research findings led to the proposed guidelines for developing the information literacy of the

primary school students in Thailand as “SF2S Model--- Students, Families, Schools, and Social Institutions.





