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Abstract
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The objectives of this study were to study 1) general conditions of beekeeper
families and honey productions 2) cost and income from honey production 3)
marketing of honey producers and honey traders 4) and to investigate problems of
production and marketing and strategies to reduce cost of honey productions. The
study was separately conducted in three phases based on the seasons; summer, rainy
season and winter. The subjects of the study were randomly selected from beekeepers
in Banh Dangyai, Tambon Banhtom, and Banh Nonglub, Tambol Banh Pet,Khon
Kaen, and Banh Peaphan, Tambol Peaphan, Nampong district, and Tambol
Naimuang, Muang district, Khon Kaen. The subjects were classified as 35 honey
producers, 5 wholesalers and 10 retailers. Through the interview, the data were
collected in March 2002. and The data on general conditions of productions and
marketing descriptively analyzed, and data on production cost, net income, marketing
degradation were quantitatively analyzed.

The results of the study :

The 97.15 percent of the subjects were male, with the mean age 48.6 years. The
97.15 of the respondents finished the compulsory education, on average. They lived in
nuclear family. The 88.58 of the subject had agriculture practice as main occupation
and beekeeping as second career. The 97.5 of the subjects possessed 2 pieces of lands,
on average. They lived in own house and were equipped with common public
utilities. Most of the subjects were trained on beekeeping from Bee Conservation and
Breeding Center 3, Khon Kaen. The most common bees variety were Italian. The
population bought the bee variety and beekeeping supplies from the center. The bees
lived on themselves from natural food sources that were various according to the
seasons. The sixty percent of the subjects fed the bees with artificial pallets and

artificial dosage.
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The mean outputs of the honey productions in the summer was 226.80 kgs, with 28.68
baht/kg of mean cost, and 84.32 baht/kg of mean net profit, respectivel. In the rainy
season, the mean outputs of the honey productions was 205.20 kgs, with 25.05
baht/kg of mean cost, and 88.08 baht/kg of mean net profit, respectively. In addition,
in the winter the mean outputs of the honey productions in the summer was 262.23
kgs, with 31.88 baht/kg of mean cost, and 81.12 bahtkg of mean net profit,
respectively. According to cost and profit analysis for one year, it showed that the
mean cost was 28.83 baht/kg, and mean net profit was 84.17 baht/kg.

For product distributions, the subject contributed their products themselves to
local wholesalers and retailers. They sold the products with mean price of 113 baht/kg
to the wholesalers and 125 baht/kg to the retailers. The retailers set the mean selling
price of 150 baht/kg, which meant 21.45 baht lost of interest in which was for the
wholesalers 4.94 baht/kg accounting for 3.30 percent, and for the retailers 16.51
baht/kg, accounting for 11.01, respectively.

The results of the study indicated that the beekeepers can develop the second career,
beekeeping, to be main occupation if they are able to plan production and to controi

production cost for each season.



