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Abstract TE144404

The objective of this rescarch was to study general situation of farmers. the
production situation, production cost and returns from the quail raising. Data
collection was carried out through two sets of structured questionnaires; one for the
interview of 10 farmers in Muang District of Loei Province, the other for the quail egg
sellers in Amphoe Muang of Changwad Loei. The data was $tatistically analyzed for
percentage, means and standard deviation using Microsoft Excel program.

The research findings revealed that; the majority of family heads of the quail
raising farmers was men with an average age of 51.00 years old, and had finisiied
Grade 4. It was also found that government officials raised quails as a supplementary
source of income. The average number of family members was 3.50. The average
farmland was 20.70 rai, of which 2.90 ra1 was used for quail raising. Average total
annual income of farmers was 160,535.90 baht, of which 136,838.60 baht came from
agricultural activities, mainly quail raising. and 23.,697.37 Baht from off-farm
activities. Average total houschold expenditures was 167,380.90 baht, of which
94,739.13 baht went to agricultural activities, and 69,641.79 baht to non-agricultural
activities. The average net income was —3,844.94 baht. Most farmers had an average
loan of 12,000 baht, from the Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives and
the village fund. Average outstanding loan was 7.525.00 baht.

The analysis of quail raining showed that on average the farmers had 5.60 years
of experience, with an average number of quail of 15,500 in 3 raising houses. The
quails were fed two times per day; morning and evening using mixed feeding method.
Most quails did not catch diseases because the farmers had preventive measures. The
quail eggs were collected in the evening and packed in plastic bags for sale.

The research finding on the initial cost showed that the farmers spent 46,767.72
baht per raising house. The cost for the 2002 production year was 116.60 baht per
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bird. That could be divided into cash cost of 80.00 baht per bird, and non-cash cost of
36.60 baht per bird. The cost was mainly involved with bird feeds. The average
income from quail raising was 142.35 baht per bird, mainly from egg selling
amounted to 120.54 baht per bird. Net profit from the quail raising was 17.88 baht per
bird. of which 0.02 baht was net profit from eggs.

The research finding on quail egg sellers revealed that the majority of them were
women with an average age of 50.70 years old. All were retailers with and average of
4.90 years on egg selling experience. The average initial fund for this business was
2.250 baht, with an average number of eggs of 28.500 per month. Farmers sent their
products to the sellers 3-—4 times per week with agreed prices. The main factor that
determines the egg buying was consumer demand. The egg sellers paid in cash for the
ecoas with an average number of 34,000 eggs sold per month. Information was derived
through peer and people doing the same business. The marketing cost for quail egg
sellers was 0.983 baht per 100 eggs, which could be divided in to variable cost of
0.968 baht per 100 eggs and labour cost of 0.920 per 100 eggs.

From the research findings, it was recommended that; there should be extension
officials to give advice on raising and marketing aspects in order to reduce production
cost for farmers and to help with farm standard; that there should be training courses
on food preservation to add value to the quail eggs since during school break, there

was over-production.



