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Chularai Kumkoon 2008: Factors Aftecting the Adoption of Eri Silkworm, Philosamia ricini
Rearing for Secondary Occupation of Cassava Growing Farmers. Master of Science (Agricultural
Research and Development), Major Field: Agricultural Research and Development.
Interdisciplinary Graduate Program. Thesis Advisor: Associate Professor Chatcharee Naritoom,

Ph.D. 154 pages.

The objectives of this study were to investigate: 1) the socio-economic background of eri silkworm
rearing farmers 2) the characteristics of their eri silkworm cultivation 3) the adoption of eri silkworm rearing
for secondary occupation of cassava growing farmers 4) the relationship between socio-economic background
and adoption of eri silkworm rearing for secondary occupation of cassava growing farmers and 5) constraints
and recommendations for the promotion of eri silkworm rearing as secondary occupation of cassava growing
farmers. Data were collected by interview 60 eri silkworm rearing farmers. The statistical analysis used in

this study were frequency, percentage, arithmetic means and Pearson product moment correlation coefficient.

The findings revealed that cassava-growing occupation aftected the acceptance of eri silkworm
rearing both on the knowledge and practice of cassava cultivation and the knowledge on silk spinning.
Information perception affected the acceptance both on the knowledge and practice of eri silkworm rearing
and silk spinning. Experiences on eri silkworm rearing affected the acceptance of the knowledge on eri
silkworm rearing. Education and income of the farmers atfected the acceptance of the knowledge on eri
silkworm rearing. Native wisdom affected the acceptance both on the knowledge and practice of eri silkworm
rearing and silk spinning. Knowledge obtained from the training affected the acceptance both on the
knowledge and practice of silk spinning and eri silkworm rearing. In all studied areas, more than 50% of the
farmers accepted eri silkworm rearing. The most found constraints of the acceptance of eri silkworm rearing
were the complication of silk spining method and the limitation of" eri silk market. Results from the testing
hypothesis indicated that socio-economic background and technology employment affected significantly on
the adoption of eri silkworm rearing for secondary occupation of cassava growing farmers. Results had led to
the recommendations for the government as the followings: 1) Supporting the training in soil fertility and
other factors in order to increase cassava production 2) Promoting the integration of native wisdom
knowledge and modern technology for the development of efficient eri silkworm rearing 3) Encouraging
group activities for the production of eri silk value added products and 4) Initiating cooperative projects
among concerned organizations for the promotion of eri silkworm rearing and providing intensively the

knowledge on the beneficiaries of eri silkworm to consumers.
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