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Abstract

TE 138702

This study was a quasi-experimental research, which focused on development
of critical thinking of second-year nursing students enrolling in Fundamental of Nursing
Practicum (552293). The sample size was 39 /zantral aroup = 19, and experimental
group = 20). The control group received the traditional style of clinical teaching while the
experimental group received the traditional style of clinical teaching plus concept
mapping creation.  Critical thinking skills were assessed by the California Critical
Thinking Skills Test. The findings were as follows:

1. Mean scores of critical thinking skills of the control group before and after
Fundamental of Nursing Practicum were not significantly different.

2. Mean scores of critical thinking skills of the experimental group before and after
Fundamental of Nursing Practicum were not significantly different.

3. Mean scores of critical thinking skills between the control and experimental groups
both before and after Fundamental of Nursing Practicum were not significantly
different.

Although there were no mean differences in the experimental group, the
students had chances to engage in self-directed learning in using concept map for
clinical preparation. The students had opportunities to organize patient data, which was
the major basis for doing nursing care plan. Concept mapping creation after each
practice was the concept summary by the students on their nursing activities and also
knowledge reflection and contemplation. Those activities were considered as parts of
critical thinking skill practice. Therefore, using concept map in clinical teaching/learning
for nursing students could be another approach that nursing faculty might adopt.
Clinical instructors should be prepared themselves in map construction, map evaluation,

and feedback. Learners should sufficiently practice in concept mapping creation.



