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This independent study describes the development, during the 2007
academic year, of measurement activities that were intended to help 34 Mathayom
Suksa 1 students connect mathematics with real-life contexts of the Pga K'nyau in
Ban Huai Tom, Lamphun Province. The purposes of the study were to investigate
students’ abilities to connect the activities with key measurement concepts associated
with real life of The Pga K’nyau and to elicit student opinion with respect to the
activities. The students became engaged in using materials based on activities related
to the everyday lives of the Pga K’nyau, the aim being for the students to link the
mathematics with real-life events arising naturally within Pga K’nyau culture — a
Donald and Maki activity process being implied. Research artefacts comprised the
teacher’s plans for the lessons, the teacher’s notes on what took place in the lessons,
exercises, a post-test instrument, and students’ written reflections. Mean scores and
standard deviations were calculated, and at the analysis phase of the study these
quantitative measures complemented the qualitative analyses.

Results of the study revealed that students were successful in connecting the
activities with key measurement concepts associated with Pga K’nyau culture. They
regarded the instructional activities as satisfactory, and recognized how the activities
related to real-life contexts. They also appreciated how the instructional activities
invited them to work together creatively on problem-solving tasks.





