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The objectives of the study of “Tourism Development and Changes of Community’s
Way of Life in Palatha Village, Mae Lamung Sub-district, Umphang” District are 1) to explore
the development of tourism and factors that generate tourism in Palatha village 2) to study
changes and compare the way of life in the beginning period of tourism and the present and 3) to
suggest planning to solve the problems and planning for sustainable development tourism.
Methodology took up field research by interviewing government officers, tourism business owner
and other persons who know about tourism in the locality. The study also included interviewing
the population in Palatha village regarding the way of life changed in many aspects e.g. social,
cultural, economics and environment. Historical data, area data and local interviewing data were
analyzed.

The study found that the development of tourism in Palatha village could be divided
into 2 periods: the first period (1989-1997) took place by discovering Tee lor su Waterfall. The
promotion was offered by the government, and then the development of tourism in this area was
carried out by the pioneer private sectors. Up to the important turning point period (1998-now), in
1998 the government promoted for the tourism year, Umphang was the first place that encouraged
tourism activities and it was also the first eco-tourism in Thailand and after that many tourists
came to this place and became famous later. In terms of tourism development changed the way of
life in social, economic and environment aspects, this study found that tourism impacted to social
and cultural factors as villagers in Palatha village have the way of life which depends on nature,
seniority system and following local tradition. In term of economic income of Palatha village is
from tourists that travel and spend the money in this area and including villagers that work related
with tourism e.g: elephant keeper, guide, carrier, cook and souvenir shops. In term of environment
tourism development slightly effects to forest invasion due to tourist places were situated in
Umphang wildlife sanctuary and have strict rules.

The main factors that changes the way of life in Palatha village were coming of
commercial crop such as corn and the development of public utilities e.g. routes and electricity

that created better transport system and gave the results for other changes also.





